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PREFACE. 

N  all  the  Ages  of  Chriftianity  it 
has  been  univerfally  agreed  by  all 
the  Profeffors  of  it,  of  whatfoever 
Denomination,  that  Charity-,  or  a 
fincere  Defire  and  Willingnefs  to 
relieve  the  Poor, according  to  Ability,  is  juft- 
ly  numbered  amongft  the  nobleft  Difpofitions 
of  the  Mind.  What  can  give  greater  Satis¬ 
faction  to  the  generous  Chriftian  Soul,  next 
to  the  Contemplation  of  God,  and  his  infi¬ 
nite  Love  and  Goodnefs  to  us,  than  the  re¬ 
flex  Thoughts  of  having  relieved  our  fellow 
Creature,  from  the  Anguifh  of  Soul  he  was 
in,  through  the  direful  ProfpeCts  of  Mlfery 
and  Want,  and  thereby  putting  him  in  a 
Condition  of  better  anfwering  the  End  of 
his  Creation,  and  enabling  him  to  ferve  his 
Maker  cheerfully,  and  without  Fear  ? 

I  acknowledge  it  is  not  eafy  to  paint  out 
this  Satisfaction  to  a  Mind  that  is  hardened 
againft  all  the  Calamities  to  which  human 
Nature  is  liable,  a  Mind  that  contracts  all 
its  Concerns  within  the  narrow  Compafs  of 
its  worthlefs  felf,  and  can  neither  be  moved 
to  Joy  or  Grief  from  the  happy  or  miferable 
State  of  another:  Neither  the  ftrongeft  Co¬ 
lours,  nor  the  belt  chofen  Words  are  able  to 
draw  fuch  a  Picture  of  this  beautiful  Virtue, 
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as  to  touch  theirlmagination  with  any  agree¬ 
able  Idea  of  it. 

And  indeed  it  were  mifpending  Time  tp 
attempt  to  convince,  by  Strength  of  Argu¬ 
ment,  fuch  as  are  altogether  loft  in  the  lor- 
did  Vice  of  Covetoufnefs,  how  far  this  ex¬ 
cellent  Duty  of  Charity  is  acceptable  in  the 
Sight  of  God  ;  but  I  would  gladly  hope  fuch 
as  have  noBowels  of  Companion  to  thePoor, 
when  compared  with  the  reft  of  Mankind, 
cpnfifls  of  but  a  very  fmall  Number. 

So  me  upon  a  Death-bed  leave  confiderable 
Sums  to  the  Poor,  which  I  acknowledge  a 
very  commendable  Duty :  But  it  is  wifh'd 
that  they  would  contribute  cheerfully  in 
their  Life,  and  thereby  they  would  have  the 
Pleafure  and  Satisfaction  of  beholding  it  do¬ 
ing  much  good.  They  would  never  lofs  the 
vaft  Satisfaction  that  would  daily  refult  to 
them  from  feafonable  Reliefs,  to  fuch  whofe 
Hearts  might  be  made  glad  by  a  fmall  Sum 
given  in  a  proper  Time.  How  far  fhould 
they  be  from  letting  flip  fo  many  noble  Oc~ 
cafions  of  this  Kind,  as  frequently  prefent 
themfelves,  leaft  they  fhould  be  fuddenly  o- 
vert^ken  by  Death,  and  not  have  Time  to 
fet  their  Houfe  in  Order  before  they  die, and 
thereby  their  Charity  be  wholly  loft,  whate¬ 
ver  their  Inclination  this  Way  may  be  ? 

Nothing  could  have  moved  me  to, appear 
in  Print,  far  lefs  to  have  affixed  my  Name 
to  it, but  Companion  to  the  Poor  and  Needy, 
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that  are  in  great  Straits  at  this  Day.  There 
are  frequent  Applications  made  to  me,  to 
know  if  there  beany  Vacancies  in  the  old 
People’s  Hofpital,  both  by  the  People 
themfelves,  and  Perfons  both  of  high  and 
low  Stations  in  their  Name,  whom  I  would 
with  the  greateft  Willingnefs  oblige,  but 
am  in  no  Capacity  to  comply  with,  ’till 
the  L  O  R  D  in  his  Providence  grant  an  En¬ 
largement  of  our  Fund,  and  Encreafe  of  our 
Stock,  in  order  to  pay  off  our  Reparations, 
which  ye  will  find  by  this  Treatife  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary :  For  I  can  declare,  both  in 
the  Name  of  the  Honourable  Magiftrates 
and  Governors,  and  in  my  own  Name,  wo 
would  be  heartily  willing  to  prefer  Ten  for 
One,  if  it  were  within  the  Compafs  of  our 
Power  to  maintain  them  ;  therefore  I  ear- 
nefily  plead  with  all  that  defire  either  their 
Friends  or  Acquaintances  preferred,  that  ye 
would  ufe  all  Means  pofilble  in  perfuad- 
ing  one1-  another,  in  whatever  Station  you 
are  in,  and  whatever  Company  you  may 
happen  to  be  with,  to  contribute  fome 
Moiety  for  this  good  Work.  ; 

You  will  fee  by  this  Treatife,  how  ealy  it 
will  be  to  raife  this  Charity  Bank,  and  make 
this  Hofpital  capable  of  maintaining  a  great 
many  more  than  ever  it  did  in  former  Times, 
and  alio  to  provide  for  poor  Orphans. 

Confidering  the  many  Perfons  of  all  Sta¬ 
tions  and  Denominations,  that  it  is  hoped 

will 
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will  contribute  thereto,  it  will  certainly  be 
found  very  eafy,  for  on  all  Occafions  many 
Hands  make  light  Work. 

I  do  acknowledge  fotne  may  fay,  This  is 
a  wrong  Time  to  apply  for  Charity  or  a  Con¬ 
tribution,  confidering  the  great  Scarcity  of 
Money  at  this  Time.  This  indeed  is  granted 
that  Money  is  fcarce  ;  but  then,  to  be  fure, 
this  makes  the  Needs  of  the  Poor  the  greater, 
and  the  Applications  to  be  the  more  nume¬ 
rous  ;  and  ye  may  alfo  confider  the  Method 
I  have  laid  down  is  very  eafy,  for  we  urge 
and  importune  no  Man  or  Woman  to  give, 
but  according  to  their  Ability  ;  and  if  that 
be  done,  it  will  anfwer  our  Delign.  And 
tho’  we  be  fcarce  of  Money,  it  will  be  our 
Honour  to  copy  after  the  noble  Macedonians, 
who  not  only  to  their  Power,  but  above 
their  Power,  they  contributed  in  the  Time 
of  Straits  for  the  poor  Saints  that  were  at 
Jerujalem,  And  we  are  not  fo  low  as  the 
poor  Widow  of  Sarefta,  that  was  gathering 
Sticks  to  make  ready  her  laft  Meal,  and  yet 
chearfully  condefcended  to  make  a  Cake  of 
it  in  the  firft  Place  for  Elijah  the  Prophet, 
with  an  entire  Dependence  on  the  Promife ; 
and  how  much  the  LORD  rewarded  her 
for  fo  doing,  I  refer  you  to  fee  in  the  Plea 
for  the  Poor ,  from  Page  132,  to  Rage  140. 

Some  may  fay  we  have  too  many  Hofpi- 
tals  already  :  But  whatever  they  may  fay 
now,  when  they  are  pleading  for  Friends  and 
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Relations  they  feem  to  be  of  another  Mind  ; 
and  whoever  fay  fo,  fure  none  of  the  In¬ 
habitants  of  Edinburgh  fhould  argue  after 
that  Manner,  where  the  confiderable  Reve¬ 
nues  of  the  Hofpitals  erefted  and  to  be  erec¬ 
ted  are,  all  fpent  in  Meat,  Drink  and 
Apparel,  whereby  both  the  City  and  Coun¬ 
try  are  Gainers.  Belides,  as  thefe  Holpitals 
are  for  the  Advantage,  fo  likewife  they  are 
for  the  Honour  and  an  Ornament  to  the 
City  ;  and  for  this  Orphans  Hofpital,  it  is 
evident  it  will  be  the  moft  profitable  Hof¬ 
pital  that  has  yet  been  ereffed,  confidering 
it  is  for  Children  caft  on  the  Care  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  and  the  Way  propofed  how  it  will 
be  managed  will  be  a  Means  to  introduce 
Trade  and  Bulinefs, not  only  about  the  City, 
but  alio  through  the  Nation. 

I  had  once  a  Defign  to  have  given  an  Ac- 
09unt  of  all  the  Contributors  to  the  Old 
Peoples  Hofpital,  but  confidering  there  is 
feveral  confiderable  Donations  promifed  by 
charitable  Perfons  not  yet  come  in,  and  many 
more  we  hope  will  be  given  in  a  little  Time, 
I  forbear  it,  and  became  ’tis  hoped  there  will . 
be  Occafion  to  write  an  Account  of  the  Rife 
and  Progrefs  of  the  Orphans  Holpital,  and 
Management  thereof,  when  it  is  refolved 
to  give  an  Account  of  both  thofe  that 
have  contributed  and  alfo  of  thofe  that  fhall 
give  noticeable  Donations  before  that  Time, 
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It  is  thought  it  will  be  proper  to  build 
the  Orphans  Hofpital  near  the  old  People’s, 
becaufe  many  are  there,  and  will  be  in  after 
Times  both  of  Men  and  Women,  who  will 
be  ufeful  to  the  young  People,  according  to 
their  Capacity.' 

It  is  not  to  be  thought  that  there  is  fo  ma¬ 
ny  Copies  printed, either  of  this  Hiftorical  .Ac¬ 
count  ifc.  or  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Hofpital 
in  Germany, or  of  the  Tlea  for  the  Poor,  as  will 
befufficient  to  give  to  every  one  ’tis  hoped 
will^contribute :  But  to  fupply  thatDefedh  it  is 
entreated  that  they  who  get  them  may  lend 
them  to  others ;  and  there  fhall  be  fome  gift; 
ed  to  every  Society  and  Incorporation,  and 
fome  lodged  with  the  Church  Seffions  Clerks, 
and  in  the  Trinity  Hofpital,  that  others 
may  get  them  to  read  and  return  them  again. 

The  Coiitributers  either  in  City,  Suburbs 
Or  Country,  may  give  Contributions  to  any 
of  the  Magiftrates,  or  Minifters,  or  me.  If 
they  fhall  give  into  mv  Hand ,  or  fend  them 
to  me,  they  .fhall  have  the  following  Receipt. 

T  Andrew  Gairdner  Merchant  in  Edinburgh, 
*  and  prejent  Treajurer  of  the  Old  People’s 
Hofpital,  grants  me  to  have  received  from 

the  Sum  of  for  the 

Benefit  of  the  Charity-Bank  for  Widows  t 
kind  Orphans ,  which  I  oblige  me  to  charge  my 
f  elf  with  in  the  Book  keeped  for  that  Putpofe, 
md  to  account  for  the  fame  to  the  Governors 
thereof 
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HAVE  in  another  Trea- 
rife  collected  together 
'many  Arguments  for 
;  ;  tho  Exercife  of  Chari- 
1  tV  to  the  Poor,  and 
fhewed  from  Scripture 
that  it  is  a  Duty  hav¬ 
ing  many  Promifes  an¬ 
nexed  to  it,  and  fhall 
not  now  infift  much  further  as  to  that  Part  : 
But  having  than  made  Mention  of  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Rife,  ProgVefs  and  languifhing 
State  of  the  TV imty- Ho ppj tdl ,  I  now  fend 
what  1  defigned  abroad* 

It  was  the  Fault  of  Papifts  to  found  He- 
fpitals  and  Cloyfters  to  maintain  many  able 
young  Perfons,  under  Pretence  of  Devotion^ 
smdthey  thereby  enhanced  fomuchLand  and 

[A  }  Rkaes. 
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Hiches,  that  a  Prejudice  was  railed  in  the 
Meads,  of  People  againft  Hofpitals,  and  at 
the  Reformation  many  of  them  were  demo- 
llflaed,  and  many  of  their  Rents  given 
to  fecular  Perfons,  Noblemen,  Gentlemen, 
and  others,  fo  that  from  the  Reformation 
till  the  late  happy  Revolution,  there  were 
few  Inftances  of  Mortifications  for  Hofpi- 
tals  in  Scotland,  except  what  the  famous 
George* Reriot  did  at  Edinburgh,  and  a  few 
others,  viz.  in  Glafgotv,  Stirling,  one  in 
Falkirk,  'Dundee,  Largo,  oAberdeen.  But  fince 
that  Time  Charity  has  been  put  upon  a  bet¬ 
ter  Pooling,  not  to  maintain  Perfons  able 
to  lab(iii|&r  their  Bread,  but  to  young  an  ” 
old  Perfons,-  and  fuch  as  are  poor,  having  n 
Means  of  Subfiftence,  and  not  in  Cafe.  . 
work.  And  this  leads  me  to  give  a  ihor 
Account  of  feme  pious  and  charitable  Work^ 
Jet  on  Foot,  and  Endeavours  to  recover!*''** 
tifications  which  had  been  near  funk  or 
Georgetler  tot’s  Hofpital, in  theYear  1690  c 
maintain  a  great  Deal  fewer  Boys  than  irdoci 
now  which  is  much  owing  to  the  Diligence 
and  Fidelity  of  the  Council  of  that  Hofpital, 
and  to  Thomas  Fijber  and  James  Toung  Trea- 
furers  thereto. 

In  the  Year  1695,  the  Merchant-Compa¬ 
ny  in  Edinburgh,  and  Mary  Erskine  Relief 
of  James  Hare,  founded  an  Hofpital  for  poor 
young  Girls, ,  which  now  maintains  the  Num- 
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ber  of  44  Girls,  befides  a  Governefs,  a  Sub- 
governels,  and  Servants. 

The  Craftfmen  of  Edinburgh  did  in  the 
Year  1704  begin  to  found  an  Ho  pital  for 
poor  Girls  in  the  faid  City,  and  having  pro¬ 
cured  confiderable  Mortifications,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  from  the  forefaidMzry  Erskine^c. 
it  does  now  maintain  a  Governefs  and  Sub» 
governefs,  Servants,  and  about  40  Girls. 

Here  I  cannot  omit  to  fhew  that  in  the 
Year  1709,  upon  the  Application  of  the 
Commiflion  of  the  General  Affembly,  her 
Majefty  Queen  eAnne  did  ere£t  the  Society 
in  Scotland  for  propagating  Christian  Know¬ 
ledge^  which  confifteth  of  Nobility,  Gen¬ 
try,  Minifters  and  others,  and  which,  from 
the  laft  Accounts  thereof,  read  in  the  feverai 
Churches,  had  near  §0  Schools,  at  which 
there  is  educated  near  4000  poor  Children 
yearly,  and  feme  of  them  are  maintained 
by  the  faid  Society.  And  thefe  Schools 
hath  been  bleffed  with  great  Sucefs,  fo  that 
in  fome  Places,  where  few  could  read,  now 
almoft  the  whole  Rifing  Generation  are 
taught,  and  come  to  Church  with  their  Bibles, 
and  are  in  Cafe  to  teach  their  Parents,  and 
others  come  to  Age,  the  Principles  of  our 
holy  Religion,  yea  many  Children  of  Papifts 
are  taught  at  thele  Schools,  and  the  Engilfij 
Language  is  lpreading  through  the  Highlands 
©nd  IJlands  •-  and  where  Minifters  have  two, 
Or  more  Churches,  and  fotm  in  retfeot© 
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Iflarids,  the  Society’s  School-mafters  do  by 
the  Minifter’s  Direction  conveen  the  People 
and  Scholars  on  the  Lord’s  Day  for  the 
Worfhip  of  God,  pray,  fing  PfaJrns,  read 
Sermons  and  other  pious  Books,  and  cate- 
chiles,  whereby  the  Knowledge  of  Chrift  is 
fpreading,  and  by  the  Difcipline  of  thefe 
Schools  Immorality  and  Superftitionismuch 
reftrained  from  what  it  ufed  to  he  in  thefe 
Parts,  and  the  remoteft  Places,  luch  as  Hirtay 
Ruma:  Skyey  Long-I/landy  Cole ,  Gerloch ,  Loch - 
Car-an,  Glenelg ,  Lockabery  oAbertarfh ,  Stro¬ 
ma  in  Pickland  Firth,  Orkney ,  Zetland^  and 
many  other  Places,  where  Schools  were  ne¬ 
ver  before.  So  ’tis  to  be  hoped  it  will  not 
only  tend  to  the  Glory  of  God,  but  alfo 
much  to  the  Advantage  of  the  Government, 
both  in  Church  and  State,  in  having  thefe 
numerous  poor  People  both  taught  Religion 
and  Loyalty,  and  how  to  be  ufefui  Members 
of  Society. 

George  Wat  fen ,  Merchant  in  Edinburgh , 
and  long  Treafurer  to  the  forefaid  Society  tor 
CbriJlianlQtoivledge,  has  mortified  12000  I. 
Sterling  for  founding  an  Holpital  for  main¬ 
taining  and  educating  BurgeffesChildren  and 
Grand-Children  which  is  about  to  be  built. 

From  all  which,  the  commendable  Cha¬ 
rity  and  Zeal  of  Scotland ,  fince  the  Revolu¬ 
tion,  does  brightly  appear,  and  the  Chri- 
ftian  Care  of  thefe  concerned  therein  will  be 
feen  in  the  Rules  and  Statutes  of  the  fore¬ 
faid 


laid  Hofpitals  and  their  Records,  and  in  the 
Rife,  Constitution,  Management  and  Pro* 
grefs  of  the  forefaid  Society,  which  is 
printed,  and  any  who  pleafe  may  eafily  pur- 
chaie  the  fame. 

*John  Strachan  of  Craigcrooh ,  did  lately 
mortifie  moll  Part  of  his  Eilat e  for  the  main¬ 
taining  of  poor  old  Men,  Women  and 
Orphans,  which  he  committed  to  the  Ma¬ 
nagement  of  two  Advocates,  two  Writers  to 
the  Signet,  and  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh, 
at  the  Sight  of  two  Lords  of  Seffion,  which 
helps  to  fubfift  many  indigent  Perfons  ;  but 
no  Hofpital  is  ereded,  neither  would  the 
Fund  bear  that  Expence. 

Our  Laws  give  great  Encouragement  to 
Mortifications  for  pious  Ufes,  particularly 
oAB  6.  Pari.  i.  Cha.  I.  tcIt  is  Statute  and 
u  Ordained,  that  it  (hall  no  ways  be  lawful 
“  to  alter,  Change  or  Invert  any  Gifts, Lega- 
cies,  and  other  pious  Donations  to  any  o- 
“  ther  Ufe  than  that  fpecifick  Ufe  where - 
<c  unto  they  are  deftinate  by  the  Difponer 
i(  himielf:  And  that  the  Heirs, Executors  or  s 
u  others  intruded  with  the  faids  Gifts  and 
u  Legacies  fhall  be  countable  for  the  fame, 
ic  to  the  Ufe  of  the  Kirks,  Colleges  and  o- 
“  thers  to  whom  the  faids  Difpofitions  were 
made.  And  that  Adions  fhall  be  com- 
°  petent  either  to  the  faids  Kirks,  Colleges 
and  others  to  whom  the  fame  were  dif- 
?  poned,  for  compelling  them  to  apply  the 
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a  fame  to  the  true  Ufe,  and  to  make 
Ci  count  and  Payment  of  the  ordinary  Profits 
u  of  every  Year’s  Intromiffion,  at  the  Rate 
u  allowed  by  the  Laws  of  the  Realm?by  and 
u  attourthe  fulfilling  of  the  DifponersWill.” 

Many  Inftances  could  be  given  of  reco- 
veringMortifications  delapidate  fince  the  Re¬ 
volution. 

And  it  is  with  greatSatisfacfcion  that  I  know 
there  is  a  confiderable  Sumfignedfoiyn  order 
to  erect  an  Infirmary  tor  poor  fick, wounded 
Pei  dons3andfuchasare  broken  in  their  Health 
withforeWork  andLabour,here  in  Edinburgh, 
which  will  be  fet  on  Foot  ere  it  be  long. 

But  now  I  proceed  to  what  I  chiefly  de- 
figned,  which  is  to  give  an  Account  of  the 
State  oiTrinity-Rojpital ,  which  has  been  a 
Relief  to  many,  and  is  fo  to  this  Day,  and  I 
hope  in  a  fhort  Space  of  1  ime  fhall  be  able 
to  relieve  many  more.  And  though  the 
City  of  Edinburgh  be  concerned  in  this 
Hofpital  in  the  firft  Place,  yetit  is  cer¬ 
tain  that  Perfons  from  all  Parts  of  Scotland 
are  often  benefited  thereby.  If  any  will  take  a 
View  of  this  City,  and  inform  themfelves 
of  the  Heads  of  Families  therein,  it  will  be 
found  that  not  one  of  Ten  of  them  were  born 
in  Edinburgh,  but  the  Inhabitants  are  made 
up  of  People  frome  all  Parcs  of  the  Nation  ; 
and  none  knows  but  his  or  theirs  may  be  re¬ 
lieved  by  the  Charity  of  fome  of  the  fore-: 
&id  Hofpitalsj  and  fuch  as  can  fpare  it,  can^ 
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dot  beftow  Part  or  their  Subftance  better 
than  giving  it  this  Way. 

The  pinching  Neceflities,  and  earneft  So-: 
lieitations  of  many,  both  Men  and  Women 
at  this  Time,  fome  of  whom  have  been  in 
good  Circumftances  in  their  former  Days, 
and  who  have  had  creditable  Families  in  and 
about  this  City,  and  have  born,  both  them 
and  their  Parents,  confiderable  Burdens,  and 
Pofts  in  their  Day,  together  with  the  earneft 
Supplications,  both  of  great  and  frnall,  to 
take  them  into  the  old  People’s 
obliges  me  to  fet  the  State  of  this  ancient 
Hojfital  at  the  Foot  of  Leith  Wynd,  com¬ 
monly  called  the  Trinity-Hofpital ,  in  fome 
clearer  Light  to  thofe  who  know  little  about 
it,  than  has  been  known  for  fome  Time 
pall.  The  little  Knowledge  of  its  State, 
Conftitution  and  Management,  I  firmly 
believe,  has  been  to  its  Lofs  and  Detriment 
for  many  Years  bypaft. 

’Tis  very  plain,  that  the  long  Building, 
going  along  the  Weft  Tide  of  Leith  Wynd 
was  a  Fabrick  in  Popifn  Times,  and  be¬ 
longed  to  the  College,  under  the  Name  of 
Trinity -College ,  for  that  Building  at  South 
End,  going  Eaft  and  Weft,  was  afterwards 
built.  I  find  in  the  ioth  of  November  1 567 , 
Sir  Simon  Prejlon ,  then  Provoft  of  Edin¬ 
burgh ,  produced  in  Council  a  Gift  of  the 
Trinity  College,  Kirk-Houfes,  Biggings  and 
Yards,  which  he  had  obtain'd  and  impe- 

[  A  4  ]  trate 
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trate  from  my  Lord  Governor  ;  but  for  his 
Love  ro  the  Town  he  gave  the  faid  Girt, 
and  tranfmitted  the  Right  thereof,  to  them, 
to  be  hoiden  for  an  Hojgiial.  Upon  which 
a  Charter  palled,  and  that  Almoners  were 
to  be  put  in  fay  the  Council  of  Edinburgh ; 
for  which  he  received  Thanks. 

The  hr  ft  Perfons  on  Record,  placed  in 
it,  were  Robert  Murdoch ,  James  Gelt),  John 
Muir,  James  Wright ,  John.  We  at  her  ['goons, 
Ijabel  'berna/d,  %n d  Janet  Gate . 

Several  Things  might  be  told  concerning! 
the  Cufioms  of  thefe  Times,  which  are  now 
gone  out  of  Ufe,  and  run  down  the  Preci¬ 
pice  of  Time  ;  and  therefore  I  pais  them, 
as  not  being  for  Edification. 

At  the  Reformation  Queen  Mary  did  de¬ 
dicate  and  gift  fome  Part  of  .the  Living  of 
the  Provofiry  of  Trinity -College,  with  iome 
Part  of  other  Livings,  to  this  Hofpital  (which 
was  afterwards  confirmed  by  Charter  by 
King  James  VI.  in  1*587)  for  the  maintain¬ 
ing  of  Bead-men,  as  they  were  called  in  thefe 
Days.  Thefe  Gifts  and  other  Donations 
procured  to  the  Hofpital  the  Lands  lying  be¬ 
tween  the  City  and  Leith ,  and  Southward 
and  below  RejUerig ,  which,  they  enjoy  to 
this  Day.  For  I  find  Warrant  to  infeft  the 
Mailers  of  this  Hofpital  in  thefe  Lands.  - 
After  wards  there  were  fome  Dona  tions  made 
by  feveraf  Perfons,  which  enabled  it  to 
maintain  about  36  Perfons.  .  T  . 

But 

%'  .  *  ,  ;  . 
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But  in  the  latter  End  of  the  late  Dearth, 
about  28  Years  ago,  the  Honourable  Ma- 
giltra  es  and  Council,  Governors  of  the  faid 
Hofpital,  out  of  Compaffion  to  the  State  of 
many  indigent  Perfons,  did  encreafe  the 
Number  to  <;4,  befides  the  Governor,  Go- 
vernefs  and  Servants,  hoping  that  Mortifi¬ 
cations  and  Donations  would  come  in  in  great 
Abundance  to  maintain  them  in  this  chari¬ 
table  Age. 

After  thefe  Hofpitals  in  Edinburgh  for  the 
young  Ones  were  erefted,  mod  of  our 
Thoughts  did  run  out  upon  Charity  for  the 
.young  Generation,  which  no  Doubt  was  a 
vevy  great  Duty,  but  then  the  old  People’s 
Hofpital  came  to  be  very  much  neglected 
and’  forgot.  Arid  altho’  I  am  not  afhamed 
to  maintain,  there  hath  been  more  Charity- 
given  within  thefe  50  Years,  then  I  believe 
will  be  found  on  Record  in  three  Times  as 
long  preceeding  it,  excepting  Mr.  George 
tier  10?%  famous  Donation, yet  the  old  People’s 
Hofpital  came  to  be  in  a  fad  decaying  State, 
the  Fund  greatly  funk,  and  they  run  in  much 
Debt  ;  and  the  Honourable  Magillrates  and 
Governors  not  being  willing  to  put  out  any 
that  were  taken  in,  it  not  being  an  ufual 
Thing,  except  they  be  guilty  of  Mifdea- 
meanours,  were  under  a  Neceffity,  not 
without  great  Reluftancy,  to  make  an 
Aft,  that  till  their  Number  fhould  decreafe 
to  40,  to  take  in  no  tnore. 


Now 
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Now  any  Perfon  may  coniider,  that  many 
in  that  Time  would  be  in  great  Need  to  be 
taken  in  before  their  Number  would  de¬ 
crease  to  that,  and  under  the  Weight  of 
many  Perfon’s  Maintenance,  more  than 
their  Fund  was  capable,  and  being  much 
difappointed  of  Donations,  as  aforetaid,  the 
Hofpital  did  greatly  run  in  Debt,  and  the 
Building  into  a  very  fore  Decay,  that  much 
of  that  great  Building  was  like  to  go  to 
Ruin,  both  within  Doors  and  without ;  for 
no  Treafurer  could  undertake  fuch  a  con- 
fiderable  Reparation,  as  afterwards  you  will 
find  it  hath  coft,  becaufe  the  Fund  would 
by  no  Means  bear  it,  and  they  had  Debts 
to  pay  off. 

But  bleffed  be  the  LORD,  the  Hofpital 
hath  won  out  of  its  former  Debts  and  Bur¬ 
dens,  by  the  good  Laws  and  Statutes  lately 
made  for  its  Government,  and  the  good 
Management  of  itsfeveral  Treafurers,  with 
fome  liberal  Donations  lately  given,  fuch 
as  the  Lady  Semple"  s,  Mr.  George  Wat  (on's 
Merchant  in  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  William 
Brown  of  Dalgourie’ s,  each  of  which  three 
is  entitled  to  a  Prefentation,  and  Sir  John 
Clark" s  of  Pennyeook ,  and  William  Wardrop's 
late  Deacon  Gonveener,  with  lome  other 
Idler  ones. 

In  the  Year  1726  it  was  found  unavoidably 
neceffary  to  fet  about  the  Reparation, that  had 
fo  long  been  neglected, or  elfe  it  was  like  to  go 

tOr1 
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to  utter  Decay,  which,  if  it  had  done,  It 
would  have  taken  a  very  great  Sum  of 
!Money  to  ha$%  built  any  Part  of  it  that 
might  have  fallen. ' 

’Tisnot  to  be  doubted,  but  many  will  be 
defirous  to  know  what  may  be  the  Re¬ 
paration  that  is  made,  feeing  we  fo  earned:*. 
ly  defire  and  endeavour  to  get  Contribu¬ 
tions  to  help  us  to  defray  the  Charges,  and 
to  raife  our  Fund,  to  iupply  thefe  we  are 
willing  to  take  into  the  little  Hofpital, 
which  we  have  gained  by  our  Reparation 
within  the  Fabrick,  confifting  of  new 
Rooms  more  than  we  had  before  our  Repa¬ 
rations  were  begun. 

And  to  fatisfy  all  who  have  contributed^ 
or  may  contribute,  I  flaall  give  fome  fmall 
Account  of  the  State  it  was  in  before  the 
Reparation,  and  what  State  it  is  in  at 
this  Day. 

i.  The  Sclates  were  tumbling  off  the 
Houfe,  which  have  hazarded  People’s  Lives 
walking  in  the  Street,  the  Floor  in  the 
low  Gallery,  where  the  Women’s  Apart¬ 
ments  were,  and  the  Jifting  was  all  rot£ 
the  North-Loch  ran  thro’  the  North-end  of 
the  Houfe,  w  h-ich  brought  the  whole  Nefti- 
nefs  of  the  North-fide  of  the  Town,  and  of 
the  Butcher’s  Booths  through  the  Houfe. 
There  was  a  Through-fare  through  the 
Houfe,  which  kept  it  in  foul  Weather,  both 
nefty  and  cold.  When  the  Water  did  run 

high. 
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high,  it  flowed  thro’  the  Houfe,  when  the 
Water  was  low,  the  forefaid  Neftinefs  of  the. 
Town  and  Butchers,  with  that  of  their  own 
Houfes  of  Office  which  were  in  the  Weft- fide, 
and  had  not  Water  to  carry  it  oft,  lay 
beneath  the  Flooring,  and  made  it  very 
noifom  and  unwholfome.  The  Walls  were 
fore  decayed  on  both  Sides,  that  they  could 
not  keep  out  the  Rain,  and  in  the  North-end, 
with  the  Loch’s  long  running,  which,  for 
any  Thing  I  know,  was  above  thele  3  00  Years, 
(and  it  may  be  much  longer)  the  Foundation 
was  fo  wafted,  that  it  was  rent  from  Top 
to  Bottom,  and  in  great  Hazard  of  falling, 
if  not  timely  repaired.  The  Floor  of  the 
Houfe  was  below  the  Fiarth  without  in  both 
Sides,  the  Lights  were  fmall  and  very  high, 
fo  that  they  had  little  Light.  The  ruinous 
Rooms  on  the  Eaft  fide  were  clofs  upon  one 
another.  The  Rooms  were  placed  the  whole 
Lengtli  of  the  Houfe  like  a  great  Meal  Ark, 
which  did  obfcure  the  Light  above  them. 
Some  of  the  Rooms  did  contain  two  Per- 
fons,  which  was  moft  uneafy  and  inconve* 
nient  for  them,  confidering  their  fmall 
Bounds,  the  Women  in  the  Weft-fide  having 
fo  little  Rooms,  as  they  were  obliged  to 
draw  Curtains  before  their  Doors,  which 
obfcured  their  Light  in  the  Eaft-fide,  and 
no  Doubt  made  them  on  that  Side  to  fret  for 
Want  of  Light.  Some  of  the  Rooms  were 
gone  to(entire  Decay  and  fallen  down,  be¬ 


ing 
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ing  entirely  rotten  by  Length  of  Time, 
There  were  two  Rooms  in  the  North  Chim¬ 
ney,  very  unpieafant  by  the  Run  of  the 
Loch,  which  was  juft  before  them,  and  yet 
People,  who  had  in  former  Times  convex 
nient  Habitations,  behoved  to  comport  with 
them  •  but  no  Doubt  this  made  their  Life 
very  uneafy,  and  their  Habitation  uncom¬ 
fortable.  All  the  Men’s  Rooms,  three  only 
excepted,  were  double  Rooms,  and  had  a 
Bed  in  each  Side  of  the  Room,  which  was 
not  .convenient  for  thefe  that  had  no  worldly 
Concern  to  be  taken  up  about,  but  only  tq 
fpend  their  Time  to  prepare  for  Eternity. 
This  muft  of  Neceffity  be  very  uneafy  to 
them,  and  very  liable  to  prevent  their  hap¬ 
py  Way  of  Living,  and  enjoying  of  them- 
ielves  in  Private. 

Now  any  Perfon  that  confiders  the  Large- 
nefs  of  this  Building,  and  the  great  Decay 
of  it,  may  perceive  it  behoved  every  Year 
in  fome  Thing  to  be  mended  and  repaired  ; 
but  the  Reparations  not  being  uniform,  they 
were  neither  of  great  Laft,  nor  of  much 
Ufe.  . 

But  to  fatisfy  all  concerned,  or  thofe  that 
will,  as  I  hope  many  fhall  in  a  little  l  ime, 
contribute  to  maintain  honeft  People  that 
live  in  it  for  the  future,  I  fhall  give  fome 
Account,  for  their  Satisfaction  and  Encou¬ 
ragement  to  contribute  for  fo  doing,  of  the 
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Reparations  made  in  it,  and  of  its  State  at 
prelent. 

x.  We  were  obliged  to  takedown  and 
remove  the  whole  ot  the  Rooms  in  the  rui¬ 
nous  Gallery,  and  take  up  the  whole  Floor, 
it  being  wholly  gone  to  Decay.  Then  we 
were  obliged  to  build  Three  Dykes  the  whole 
Length  of  the  Houfe,  which  is  between  the 
North  Wall  and  the  Kitchen  about  One 
hundred  foot  long,  one  being  within  every 
one  of  the  Walls  to  ftrengthen  them  in  the 
Foundation,  and  to  reft  the  Jifts  upon  ;  a- 
nother  Dyke  we  were  obliged  to  run  through 
the  Middle  of  the  Houfe,  and  found  it  upon 
Oak  Planks  to  fupply  the  Deficiency  of  the 
Foundation,  and  to  ftrengthen  the  Floor, 
find  reft  the  Jifts  upon.  Then  we  filled  it 
firft  with  dead  Earth,  then  with  Ridlings  of 
Lime  to  harden  it,  and  then  with  Channel 
of  the  Cdton  Craigs,  all  which  we  eaufed 
beat  down  with  Caufey-Layers  Mells  to 
make  it  firm  ;  then  we  brought  dry  Sand 
from  Leith  to  lay  next  the  Jifts  to  prevent 
any  Moift  or  Vermin  to  corrupt  them  for 
the  future,  and  for  keeping  the  Floor  tight 
and  warm ;  the  Floor  being  railed  about 
two  Foot  higher  than  before.  Next,  We 
laid  a  new  Floor  about  x  20  Foot  long  from 
the  Kitchen  Hearth  to  the  North  End,  and 
about  25  broad.  Afterwards  We  built  fome 
of  the  Rooms  in  the  Weft  Side,  with  fome 
Fait  of  the  belt  of  the  Wood  we  had,  and 


repaired  them  with  new.  And  then  huJfc 
in  the  Halt  Side  2Q  new  Rooms,  of  wMch 
theie  is  len  below  and  len  above,  which 
laft  Ten  are  wholly  gained,  there  being  no 
high  Rooms  formerly.  Then  we  built  Three 
good  Rooms  above  the  Kitchen,  one  for  the 
Miftrefs,  and  two  for  other  Women,  which 
are  gained  ;  alfo  two  in  the  Kitchen,  one 
of  which  is  gain  d,  all  new  j;  and  we  have 
in  our  Plan  in  the  North  End  Three  Rooms 
which  can  be  built,  if  our  Fund  encreafes 

fo  as  to  need  them,  which  I  hope  it  will  e’re 
it  be  long.  '  . 

The  Houfe  being  very  dark,  we  have 
eaufed  lath  and  plaifter  the  whole  Roof  of 
the  laigh  Gallery,  which  makes  it  both  ve¬ 
ry  lightfome  and  plealant. 

We  have  given  every  Man  and  every  Wo¬ 
man,  in  both  the  high  and  low  Galleries,  a 
Room  by  themfelves,  as  being  molt  conve¬ 
nient  for  People  in  their  Circumftances.  Ancf 
becaufe  many  Women,  when  they  were  ad- 
j  mitted,  were  in  fuch  ftraitned  Circumftan- 
i  ces,  they  had  much  to  do  to  provide  them* 
i  felves  with  the  Neceflaries  their  Rooms 
■  wanted,  but  were  obliged  to  bring  fuch 
|  Things  as  they  had  alongft  with  them,  and 
I  the  Houfe  thereby  was  never  in  good  Order 
or  uniform  :  To  prevent  this  for  the  fu¬ 
ture,  we  have  given  each  of  the  Women  a 
new  corded  Bed,  and  Curtains,  a  Wainfcot 
Table  and  a  Chair  ;  and  all  of  them,  except 
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fuch  as  have  a  little  Room  below  the 
Stairs,  a  little  Corner  Cup-board,  with 
feme  other  little  Conveniencies  in  their 
Rooms,  and  fome  Drawers  in  the  Stairs  that 
go  up  to  the  high  Rooms.  AH  thefe  belong 
to  the  Houfe,  and  will  remain  upon  the  dif¬ 
ferent  Deaths,  and  will  prevent  the  Houfe’s 
being  turned  to  a  Chaos  of  Confufion.  For 
which  End  we  are  to  take  Care  they  provide 
themfelves  with  good  Beding  and  Bed- 
cloaths  when  they  come  into  the  Family, 
Becaufe  we  thought  it  was  moft  conve¬ 
nient  and  profitable,  we  have  made  Chaie 
Windows,  both  in  the  high  and  low  Gal¬ 
leries,  and  have  taken  the  Run  of  the  Loch 
out  of  the  Houle,  and  brought  it  along  the 
North  End,  without  which  it  could  never 
have  been  made  either  a  wholfome  or  plea- 
iant  Habitation,  as  all  that  obferve  its  Situa¬ 
tion  will  underhand.  We  have  built  a  new 
ftrong  Stone  Gate  on  the  Nortlvweti  End, 
which  with  the  Houfe  of  Office  built  on  the 
North  End  fixeth  the  End  of  the  Houfe  that 
was  like  to  fall ;  and  have  ftruck  Out  feve- 
ral  Windows  where  they  were  wanting. and 
brought  a  Walk  of  12  Foot  broad  along  the 
Weft  Side  of  the  Houfe,  have  ftopt  the 
Thorough-fare  orRoad  thatwas  made  through 
the  Womens  Gallery,  have  built  a  Dwarf 
Wall  with  a  Paling  on  it,  and  made  a  cover¬ 
ed  Syre  with  Flags  upon  the  Gutter,  -  that 
3am  through  and  fpoiled  the  Garden  on  the 
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Weft  Side  of  the  Houle.  So  that  it  is  now. 
as  fufficient  Ground  as  any  Part  of  it, with¬ 
out  which  it  could  neither  have  been  made 
pleafant,or  of  much  Ufe. The  low  Gal¬ 
lery  within  we  have  caufed  paint  in  a  fine 
Wainfcot  Colour,  which  makes  it  both  plea- 
fant  and  durable. 

We  have  been  under  a  Neceflity  to  fark 
and  fclate  the  long  Building  on  the  Weft 
Side,  every  Yard  of  it,  and  fome  Parts  of 
the  crofs  Building  joining  to  it, as  alfo  fome 
Parts  of  the  Eaft  Side,  and  ’tis  believed 
that  mull  be  wholly  farked  and  fclated  e’re 
it  be  long  alfo.  There  is  not  one  Yard  of 
all  the  Walls  without,  but  we  were  obliged 
to  harle  over  and  mend  their  Deficiencies. 

Many  other  Things  we  have  been  laid 
under  the  Neceflity  to  do, not  here  mention¬ 
ed,  which  we  refer  to  the  Obfervation  of 
thefe  who  will  be  pleafed  to  vifit  it. 

Now  confidering  this  great  Reparation 
and  Improvement,  and  what  a  great  deal  of 
Timber  both  Fir  and  Wainfcot  it  hath  ta¬ 
ken,  and  what  a  vaft  deal  of  Wotkmanfhip, 
how  many  Locks,  Bolts,  and  other  Iron 
Work, and  how  many  Stones  it  hath  taken  to 
build  above  700  Foot  of  a  Dyke  within  the 
Ground,  befides  thefe  Buildings  that  do  ap- 

{>ear  5  what  Lime  both  for  Building,  Har¬ 
ing,  Pointing  and  Plaiftering,  what  for 
Sclates,  Glafs  Windows,  Painting,  Lead, 
and  repairing  and  panting  the  Garden  ;  and 

t  B  3  what 


what  a  vaft  Quantity  of  Nails  it  hath  taken, 
T  refer  to  theie,  who  have  had  Experience  of 
Building  and  Reparation,  what  a/great  Sum 
of  Money  it  hath  coft. 

After  this  Account  given,  feme  Que- 
ftions  fall  in  natively  to  be  asked,  i. 
What  is  the  Reafon  I  have  in  giving  this  Ac¬ 
count,  both  of  the  Hofpital  and  its  Repara¬ 
tions, and  prefent  State  ?  2.  What  are  the  na¬ 
tive  Inferences  to  be  drawn  from  it  ? 

1.  As  to  the  Reafon  that  moved  me  to 
give  this  Account  I  found,  as  it  was  before 
hinted,  this  ancient  Hofpital  to  have  been 
long  ncglefled  and  almofl  forgot ;  for  I  hare 
met  with  many  in  this  City,  flnce  I  was  con¬ 
cerned  in  it*  that  knew  little  or  nothing  of 
its  State,  or  Confiitution  and  Management ; 
yea  forrie  have  expreffed  themfelves  fo  as  that 
they  did  not  fo  much  as  know  where  it  was, 
ot:  what  Place  of  the  Town  it  was  in,  which 
to  be  fure  hath  been  to  its  Lofs  and  De¬ 
triment,  for  had  People  known  how  well 
the  Money  that  was  given  in  to  that  Hof¬ 
pital  had  been  rfifpofed  of,  I  believe  they 
would  have  given  much  more  than  they 
have  done,  and  many  more  would  have  gi¬ 
ven  than  ever  did. 

2 dlj.  Another  Reafon  is,  That  it  doth  ap¬ 
pear  the  Reparations  hath  cofta  very  great 
Sum,  and  if  we  fhould  not  get  it  in  by  a 
Contribution  we  would  be  obliged  to  bor¬ 
row  Money  and  pay  it  off  the  riling  Fund 

which 
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Which  would  keep  us  from  taking  in  very 

many  of  thole  that  are  applying,  whole 
Needs  are  great,  and  their  Right  good.  Fof 
it  is  my  Opinion  we  fhould  not  again  break 
in  upon  our  capital  Stock,  knowing  it  has 
been  ot  dangerous  Confcquence  to  this  Hof. 
pital  in  former  Times, as  it  has  likewile  been 
to  other  Societies;  if  that  be  done,  it  is  hard 
to  know  where  it  would  land  them  at 
length. 

The  third  Reafon  is  to  fhow,  if  e- 
very  Perion  that  is  in  a  Capacity  to  give 
fome  fmall  Matter  to  this  good  Work,  u  ill 
help  us,  we  will  not  only  get  all  our  Repa¬ 
rations  paid  off,  but  I  do  hope,  will  be  in  a 
Condition  e’re  it  be  long  to  get  a  Fund  to 
take  in  People  to  all  our  I  5  Rooms  we  have 
gained.  For  we  are  refolved  to  be  very 
thankful  to  every  Ferfon  who  will  be  pleafcd 
to  give  us  any  fmall  Sum,  tho’  it  were 
but  one  Crownsas  well  as  to  thofe  to  whom 
Providence  hath  given  both  Riches  and 
an  Heart  to  lay  them  out  for  Iiis  Glory,  and 
who  will  give  us  great  Sums. 

For  the  Encouragement  of  all  Contribu¬ 
te!'^  they  may  allure  themfelves  there  fball  be 
a  fair  Book  kteped,and  all  thcNames  and  De- 
Agnations, and  Sums  that  fhail  be  contributed 
fball  be  keeped  in  that  fair  Regiffer,and  thole, 
who  (hall  give  the  Sum  of  50  (h  Ster .  Avail 
be  put  upon  the  Wall,  if  they  do  not  hin¬ 
der  it  by  their  own  exprefs  Order  j  and  the^ 
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is  (hall  be  keept  in  the  Regifter,  and  they 
may  add  to  it  afterwards  as  they  pleafe, 
and  may  have  it  put  up  as  aforefaid. 

4 thly,  A  fourth  Reafon  I  add  is,  That  I 
have  many  Times  been  furprifed  to  think 
that  the  People  in  the  City  of  Edinburghy 
that  have  been  mo  ft  charitable  in  contribut¬ 
ing  whenever  in  Providence  they  were  cal¬ 
led  to  it,  either  for  thofe  at  Home  or  Abroad* 
both  for  young  and  old,  as  to  the  People  at 
Lithuania ,  and  in  oAmerica ,  and  Ireland ,  and 
in  rDuirnejs  in  the  North  of  Scotland,  and  to 
our  Neighbours  in  this  City,  when  their 
Needs  did  call  for  it,  and  many  other  Col¬ 
lections  that  have  been  made  for  Bridges, 
and  other  Ufes,well  known, but  needlefs  here 
to  be  mentioned  ;  yet  I  mull  really  fay  it  is 
my  Opinion,  if  our  Concern  had  run  out  to 
provide  for  the  old  People  as  their  Needs  re¬ 
quire  and  their  Neceflities  call  for,  I  do 
think,  thatinftead  of  our  being  able  to  main¬ 
tain  between  40  and  50, including  the  Chap¬ 
lain,  Miftrefs  and  Servants,  it  alight  have 
been  able  to  maintain  near  to  100  at  this 
Day.  Therefore  I  hope  now  we  fhall  fee 
our  Miftake,  after  we  know  more  of  the  I 
Hofpital  and  the  Perfons  that  are  taken  in¬ 
to  it,  and  make  a  liberal  Contribution  for 
the  Supply  of  what  we  have  been  too  long 
Deficient  in. 

2 dlyj  As  to  the  Inferences  that  are  to  be  { 
drawn  £r pin  this  Account.  (1.)  I  do  by 

virtue 
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virtue  of  my  Office  as  Treafurer  to  the  Hos¬ 
pital,  and  in  the  Name  of  many  needy  Per- 
fons  that  have  Right  to  be  in,  whom  our 
Circumftances  will  not  allow  us  to  take  in, 
plead  for  help  and  Affiftance,  alluding  to 
that  Portion  of  Scripture,  oASts  xvi.  9.  There 
was  a  Man  of  Macedonia  appeared  to  Paul 
in  a  Vifton,  and  prayed  him  to  come  over  t9 
Macedonia  and  help  us  ;  Help  us  to  get  the 
Charge  of  our  Reparations  made  up,  help 
us  to  get  our  Fund  raifed,help  us  to  get  the 
Needs  of  the  Poor  lupplied,  help  us  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  thofe  who,  by  Reafon  of  old  Age 
and  Infirmities,  cannot  provide  for  them- 
feves,  and  help  us  to  make  the  Widow1* 
Heart ,  broken  with  Grief  and  Sorrow,  to 
fing  for  Joy,  help  them  to  blefs  and  pray  for 
you  their  Benefaftors.  The  Needs  of  the 
Poor  are  very  pinching  in  our  Day,  and  in 
the  Place  wherein  we  live,  and  likely  to 
be  far  greater,  they  are  rather  on  the  in- 
creafing,than  decrafing,if  God  do  not  by  his 
adorable  Providence  fet  us  upon  other 
Ways  of  both  thinking  and  Afting. 

One  Motive  that  fhould  prevail  with  all. 
while  they  have  it  in  the  Power  of  their 
Hand  to  do  good  this  Way,  is,  that  many 
that  are  preferred  and  taken  in  to  this  Hof* 
pital,are  fuch  who  have  born  Burden  in  their 
Day, either  them,  their  Parents  or  Anceftors, 
and  the  more  of  thefe  are  maintained  in  the 
Hofpital,  the  City  will  be  the  more  capable 
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to  provide  for  others  that  are  very  needful 
We  have  taken  in,  nqtwifHftanqing  of  our 
•  expenfive  Reparations,  no  lefs  than  1 6  Per- 
fons  within  thefe  two  Years  ;  fo  that  this 
?nay  encourage  thole  who  earneftly  plead 
to  have  their  Friends  or  Acquaintances  pre¬ 
ferred,  to  lay  out  themfelves  to  be  affiftant 
in  this  charitable  Work, for  altho’  they  be  not 
immediately  taken  in,  yet  it  may  come  to  be 
their  Jgot  e'Ve  it  belong.  ’  , 

Another  Motive  to  this  may.fbe,  That  it 
is  Perfons  or  fome  Credit  and  Reputation 
that  ufe  to  be  taken  in  ;  and  we  allure  you, 
that  Care  will  be  taken  by  the  Council  of 
Governors,  that  fuch  fhall  be  preferred  as 
fhall  be  commended  -far  PeiTpns  of  Reputa¬ 
tion.  and  good  Behaviour  in  their  Day, 
and  indeed  there  is  lo  many  of  thefe  that 
there  will  be  no  need  to  take  in  any 
other.  For  my  own  Part,  I  think  there 
fhouid  be  as  near  a  Regard  as  may  be  had 
to  TauVs  Conimepdation  of  the  Widows, 
whom,  he  recommends  to  the  Church’s 
Charity.  ; 

I  know  it  hath  among  other  Things  been 
a  Lofs  to  the  Fund  of  that  Holpitai,  the  Inci- 
prcflions  that  many  have  entertained  of  the 
People  in  it,  efpeciaily  of  the  Women,  who 
have  been  reputed  clamorous,  fretting  and 
llyting Perfons, that  could  never  agree  among 
1  themfelves,  and  that  were  unthankful  for 
their  Mercies.  I  will  not  fay,  but  there  h^s 

been 


(  2  3  ) 

been  fome  Ground  for  this  Charge  againft 
fome  particular  Perfons ;  but  yet  I  know 
not  but  thefe  Reports  have  been  mod:  Spread 
abroad  by  thofe  who  do  not  much  favour 
the  giving  of  Charity  ;  befides  it  would  be 
extremely  hard  to  charge  the  Fault  .of  fome 
of  them  upon  all  of  them  in  generalt  And 
as  it  hath  been  formerly  reprefen  ted,  there 
was  many  Things  in  their  Habitations  that 
were  inconvenient,  and  fome  Caufe  of  their 
fretting  at  one  another,  which  are  now  re¬ 
moved  ;  fo  I  hope  there  fhall  not  be  Ground 
for  thefe  Complaints  for  the  future.  But  yet 
it  is  very  well  known  by  fome, there  has  been 
Perfons  extruded  the  Family  for  their  T rouble-* 
fomenefs,  and  if  any  fuch  in  Time  coming 
fhall  be  found,  it  may  come  to  be  their 
Lot  to  meet  with  the  like  Treatment. 
But  for  my  Reader’s  Satisfa£Kon,  I  allure 
them,  fince  I  was  concerned,  I  have  known 
feveral  worthy  Perfons,  both  of  Men  and 
Women  in  that  Hofpital,  fome  of  which?  I 
hope,  are  now  with  the  Lord,  and  others, 

I  hope,  fhall  in  due  Time.  ...  , 

Another  Thing  fhould  encourage  thefe  to 
contribute  who  have  it  in  the  Power  of  their 
Hand.  There  is  in  that  Family  fuch  whofe 
Parents  in  their  Day  were  reckoned,  among 
the  richeft  Burghers  in  the  City.  The  An¬ 
cestors  of  others  were  arnongfi:  theancienteft 
Burghers,  they  have  told  me  of  joo  Years 
ftanding.  There  is  now  and  has  beemfor* 
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riierly  thofe  who  have  been  Prefees  and  Dea¬ 
cons  to  Corporations  in  this  City.  There 
is  fome  there  who  have  defee nded  of  very 
confiderable  Families,  as  is  very  well 
known  to  many.  Many  are  there  who  to 
my  certain  Knowledge  are  very  thankful  for 
their  Mercies,  and,  I  hope,  improves  their 
Opportunities  accordingly.  And  here  I  will 
give  an  Account  of  a  very  good  Saying  of 
an  honeft  Man  in  that  Hofpital,in  the  Time 
of  our  Reparations.  A  Friend  of  his  went 
to  lee  them, who  took  Occafion  in  our  Hear¬ 
ing  to  extol  the  Goodnefs  of  God  to  him 
and  the  People  in  the  Hofpital.  He  anfwer- 
ed,  t  and  lome  others  were  the  other  Day 
fitting  together,  it  being  Martinmas  Day, 
and  were  comparing  Notes  about  our  Hard- 
fhips  and  Difficulties  we  had  met  with  in 
the  World.  And  he  told  us,  1  laid,  for  my 
own  Part  ?  This  is  Martinmas  Day,  O  Mar¬ 
tinmas!  many  weary  Day  haft  thou  been 
to  me ;  but  now  I  can  fay,  your  humble 
Servant  Martinmas ,  I  have  nothing  to  do 
with  you. - 

Another  Argument  I  would  make  ufe  of 
to  engage  thofe  to  contribute  who  are  in  a 
Capacity,  is.  That  feeing  Riches  are  very 
uncertain,  and  that  many,  who  once,  as 
has  been  laid,  both  them  and  their  Parents, 
and  Anceftors,  have  had  Abundaace  of  the 
Things  of  the  World,  are  now  in  great 
Straits,  and  that  which  has  been  may  be 

again, 
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again,  that  fome  may  now  give  and  contri¬ 
bute,  that  either  themfelves,  theirs,  or  fome 
j  of  their  Pofterity  may  find  this  a  very  hap- 
j  py  City  of  Refuge  to  fly  to,  when  they 
:  come  to  need  it.  And  for  my  own  Part,  I 
j  really  do  think  it  is  one  of  the  plea  fan  t  eft 
Lots  they  enjoy,  whom  Providence  cafts  in¬ 
to  that  Family,  that  People  in  their  Circum- 
ftances  can  live  in  in  theWorld.  And  it  they 
do  not  improve  their  Mercy,  they  will 
have  as  much  to  anfwer  for  as  any  People 
in  the  World ;  and  I  doubt  not,  but  others 
will  be  of  my  Mind,  after  I  have  given  an 
Account  how  they  live,  which  I  fhall  do  as 
another  Motive  or  Argument  with  thefe, 
with  whom  I  am  pleading  to  contribute  to 
raife  this  new  Bank  for  the  Relief  of  the 
Poor,  and  which,  I  hope,  will  yield  thenar 
Abundance  of  Profit  and  Pleafure  fome 
Time  or  other. 

Their  Way  of  Living  is,  as  follows,  from 
the  Day  they  go  into  the  Hofpital,  to  the 
Day  of  their  Death,  they  may  and  ought 
to  give  up  with  all  anxious  Concerns  about 
the  Things  of  this  World,  and  dedicate 
their  whole  Life  to  the  Service  of  the  Lord, 
and  to  prepare  for  Eternity ;  for  they  have 
nothing  to  do,  except  any  of  the  Women 
work  any  little  Thing  of  their  own;  it  is 
but  little  any  of  the  Men  can  do,  but  wait 
on  Ordinances  within  the  Family,  an  ’  in 
the  Publick,  read  their  Books,  of  which 
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they  have  a  very  good  Collection,  in  a  Li¬ 
brary  lately  eredted,  to  which  we  are  fre¬ 
quently  adding  new  Books,  and  take  their 
Walk  in  their  Gardens. 

As  to  their  Maintenance,  each  Man  hath 
one  i  int  of  Ale  a  Day,  each  Woman  three 
Miitchkins,  every  Man  and  Woman  hath 
T  welve  Ounces  white  Bread,  fecond  Flower, 
each  Day,  and  if  they  take  it  a  little  lefs 
Weight,  they  have  the  fined ;  they  have 
about  one  Mutchkin  of  Oat  Meal  Pottage 
every  Morning ;  this  is  their  Allowance, 
whether  Malt,  Meal,  or  Wheat,  be  dear  or 
cheap-  From  the  fird  of  oAugufl  to  about 
the  fil'd  of  January,  their  Allowance  is, two 
Days  of  the  Week,  one  Shoulder  or  Giget 
of  Mutton  roaded  among  Four,  two  Days 
the  Bread  and  Back-ribs,  or  the  Loin  boiled 
\vith  Broth  to  every  Four,  and  two  Days  of 
the  Week  they  have  frefh  Beef  and  Broth;  on 
Monday  the  Men  getTwopence  allowed  each 
of  them  forFlefhjS'nd  eachWomanThreeHalf- 
pence.From  the  i  d  January  to  the  i  ft  June, t  heir 
Allowance  is  frefhBeef  and  Broth ;  and  June 
and  July  each  . four  hath  one  Lamb  Leg. 

’Tis  true  the  Governed  may  give  them 
fome  Days  a  Change,  as  Fifh,  or  any  Thing 
elfe,  if  keeped  within  the  Allowance  of  the 
Bill  of  Fare;  but  this  is  feldom  done. 

Each  Man  hath  every  Year  one  Pair  of 
Shoes,  one  Pair  of  Stockings,  two  Shirts, 
two  Cravats,  one  Hat,  one  Pair  of  Breeches ; 
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and  every  two  Years  they  have  a  Coat  and 
Veit.  Each  Woman  hath  a  Pair  of  Shoes, 
Stockings, and  twoShirts  every Yeat\andGown 
and  Petticoat  every  two  Years.  For  buying 
other  neceffary  Things,  each  Man  hath  8  fh. 

8  d.  Sterl.  and  each  Woman  6  jh.  6  d.  JlerL 
By  this  Account  of  their  Living  any  Per- 
fon  may  fay,  thefe  People  live  a  very  com¬ 
fortable  Life,  if  they  have  Grace  ftom  the 
Lord  to  fpend  it  for  his  Glory,  and  the 
Good  of  their  own  Souls.  There  are  fpme 
in  it,  and  others  who  are  lately  dead,  that 
have  lived  2*6,  27,  28  Years ;  and  it  is  to 
be  wiihed,  they  may  be  helped  to  confides? 
what  a  fad  Account  they  will  have  to  make, 
if  they  have  not  improven  their  Time  to 
the  bed  Advantage.  Certainly  it  may  be 
thought,  that  they  are  happier  than  many 
other  poor  People  who  have  Toils  and  vex- 
ing  Thoughts,  how  to  get  Food  and  Rai¬ 
ment,  and  the  Year  brought  about.  Yea  in 
fbme  Cafes  they  are  much  happier  than  fome 
Rich  People  who  are  vexed  with  getting, 
Jceeping,  and  bedowing  of  their  Riches. 
However  the  Lord  can  fan.Stify  every  Lot 
to  his  own  People  he  fees  fit  to  tryft  them 
wkh  in  the  World. 


Some  again  may  lay,  rqally  we  do  think 
thefe  People  are  very  highly  privileged 
People,  but  who  are  thefe  that  have  a  Pri¬ 
vilege  to  be  admitted  into  this  Hofpital  ? 
To  this.  I  anfw:er,  according  to  the 
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They  are  Burgefles,  Burgefles  Wives,  or 
Children  of  Burgefles,  not  married,  nor  un¬ 
der  the  Age  of  50  Years,  and  Care  is  taken 
they  be  Perfons  of  good  Reputation,  who 
have  behaved  themfelves  virtuoufly  in  their 
former  Days,  who  have  not  Iquandered  a- 
way  their  Subftance  by  riotous  Living,  but 
they  or  their  Parents  were  brought  to  low 
Circumftances  by  providential  Dilpenfations, 
and  by  which  it  appears  they  have  not  had 
a  finiul  Hand  in  their  own  Misfortunes. 

Another  Statute  provides,  that  the  Donor 
of  200  L.  fieri,  {hall  be  privileged  to  prefent 
a  Man  or  Woman  to  the  Counfel  of  Gover¬ 
nors,  being  a  Burgefs.  And  the  Donor  of 
250  L.  may  prefent  any  Perfon  whatfome- 
ver,  whether  Burgefs  or  not,  and  the  Privi¬ 
lege  defcend  to  Heirs  and  Sueceflors  what- 
fomever,  and  this  Privilege  will  continue, 
while  it  is  an  Hofpital,  which,  I  hope,  it 
will  do  to  the  End  of  Time. 

The  Statutes  allow  to  the  Hofpital  a  Go¬ 
vernor  or  Chaplain  ;  his  Office  is  to  infpe£t 
the  Manners  and  Behaviour  of  all  the  Perfons 
in  it,  particularly  of  the  Men,  and  to  re¬ 
port  what  he  finds  Amifs  to  the  Matters  or 
the  Treafurer  ;  to  difcourfe  with  thefe  in  the 
Family,  counfel  and  advife,  and  reprove 
them  as  Occafion  requires,  to  fit  at  Table 
where  the  Men  eat,  to  officiate  as  Chaplain, 

*  graying  in  the  Family  Morning  and  Even¬ 
ing,  reading  and  finging  Pfalms,  and  molt 

of 
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of  the  Days  in  the  Week  at  Evening  E&er- 
cife  they  have  feme  fhort  Difcourfe  or  Por¬ 
tion  of  Scripture  explained,  and  on  the  Sab¬ 
bath  they  have  a  Sermon  after  publiek  Wor- 
fhip  is  over. 

The  Bufinefs  of  the  Governefs  is  to  in- 
fpeft  the  Manners  and  Behaviour  of  all  Per- 
lons  in  the  Hofpital,  particularly  of  the 
Women,  and  report  what  (lie  fhall  find 
Amifs  to  the  Matters, and  officiate  as  Steward, 
taking  Charge  of  the  Provifion  of  Meat 
and  Drink,  overfeeing  the  Dreffing  and 
Dilpofal  thereof,  and  accounting  for  it  to 
the  Treafurer,  and  to  fit  at  the  Head  of  the 
Table  where  the  Women  eat  ;  and  further, 
to  do  whatever  the  Council  fhall  from  Time: 
to  Time  direft  concerning  her  Office. 

They  have  one  Man  of  their  own  Num¬ 
ber  to  be  Porter  or  Meffenger,  and  he  gets 
fome  Allowance  for  being  fo ;  and  they  are 
allowed  as  many  Maid-Servants  as  the  Exi¬ 
gencies  of  the  Hofpital  fhall  require. 

Thus  I  have  given  lome  Account  of  this 
ancient,  but  much  forgot  and  neglefted 
Holpital,  of  its  former  and  piefcnt  State. 
The  Thing  which  moved  me  to  do  fo,  and 
which  isftill  in  my  View,  is  to  do  what  can 
be  done  to  induce  all  Perfons  to  contribute, 
either  lefs  or  more,  of  whar  the  Lord  hath 
beftowed  on  them,  for  getting  its  Repara¬ 
tions  paid  off,  and  its  Fund  raffed,  fo  as  it 

may 
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tn ay  be  able  to  maintain  many  more  than 
ever  it  yet  hath  been  able  to  do. 

Some  will  lay  we  think  they  live  well 
enough  already.  That  is  granted,  but  it 
is  not  for  thefe  in  the  Family  we  are  plead¬ 
ing,  (for,  as  it  hath  been  reprefented,  no¬ 
thing  is  kept  off  them,  whatever  Charges  we 
have  or  may  be  at)  but  for  many  others 
that  want  to  be  in,  whom  we  would  wifh 
to  have  as  happy  as  they  are. 

It  hath  been  my  Obfervation,  and  the 
Obfervation  of  others  alfo,  that  it  had  been 
greatly  to  the  Advantage  of  feme,  if  many 
who  have  died  in  this  City  within  thefe  few 
Years,  and  have  left  Abundance  of  Riches 
to  their  Friends,  that  they  had  left  Part  of 
their  Riches  to  this  Hofpital,  as  in  a  lure 
Bank,  for  the  Behoof  and  Benefit  of  thclq 
who  have  little  or  nothing  of  thefe  Riches 
left,  and  might  have  continued  through 
every  Generation  doing  Good  to  their  Re¬ 
lations  or  others. 

For  Proof  of  what  I  affirm  to  be  a  Truth, 
there  was  a  Gentleman  left  to  that  Hofpi- 
tal  Forty  thoufand  Merks.  It  is  the  greateft 
Donation  they  have  :  There  is  maintained  on 
that  Fund  Ten  Ferfons.  ttrft.  His  own 
Friends  are  preferred,  if  they  apply  within 
Sixty  Days  after  another’s  Deceafe  \  Ne.xty 
His  Name  ;  And,  lajfly,  Burgeffes,  Now 
this  Ten  is  a  little  Family ;  and  I  refer  it 
to  every  Performs  Obfervation  aftd  Confide- 
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ration,  how  many  greater  Sums  they  have 
known  left  within  a  few  Years  pall:,  that 
little  Account  can  be  given  of  at  this  Day  •, 
nay,  how  can  a  Man,  having  Abundance  of 
Hiches,  fecure  his  Wealth  to  ft  good  Ad¬ 
vantage:  For  that  Sum  is  at  this  Time  juft 
as  entire,  as  the  Time  it  was  left,  and  fo 
will  continue.  Thisfhould  encourage  others 
to  give  fome  Part  of  their  Riches  for  fo  good 
a  Work.  f :  '  . 

Many  are  the  ObjetTions  and  Shifts  People 
are  ready  to  make  againff  their  bellowing 
of  Charity,  which  Love  to  the  Things  of  the 
World  makes  them  frame  to  themfelves  ; 
but  if  we  could  be  fuitably  imprelTed  with 
the  real  Belief,  that  the  World  and  the 
Things  thereof  are  fo  great  Enemies  to  our 
Souls  as  really  .they  are,  we  would  not  be  'v 
fomuch  in  Love  with  it,  and  would  be 
more  ready  to  part  with  fome  Portion  of  it 
for  the  Glory  of  God,  and  Relief  of  his  needy 
Members. 

|  As  for  other  Motives  and  Arguments  to 
;  perfuade  to  contribute  to  this  good  Work,  I 
refer  the  Reader  to  a  little  Treatife  I  com- 
pofed  and  publifhed  fdme  Months  ago,- 
Intituled,  A  Lookmg-Glap  for  Rich  People, 
or  a  Plea  for  the  ‘‘Poor  ,  and  I  would  intreat 
ithele  .  in  whofe  Hands  this  may  fall,  that 
•they  have  that  Treatife  by  them,  and  look 
over  theft  feveral  Places  here  cited  and 
pointed  at :  There  it  will  appear, that  Bounty 
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and  Liberalty  to  the  Poor,  as  it  is  a  clear 
commanded  Duty  by  God,  fo  they  will  find 
it  both  a  very  pleafant  and  profitable  Duty, 
that  will  turn  greatly  to  their  own  Account 
one  Day ;  for  it  is  very  plain,  Riches  are 
not  our  own,  fo  as  we  may  do  with  them 
as  we  pleafe,  but  they  are  Talents  for  which,, 
we  muff  anfwer  to  God,  how  we  have  im- 
proven  them.  For  Proof  of  this,  read  in 
the  Plea  for  the  Poor ,  from  Page  ji.  to  19. 
And  that  it  is  both  a  profitable  and  pleafant 
Duty,  read  from  Page  19.  to  34.  And  for 
Proof,  that  the  Poor  have  areal  Right  to 
fome  Part  of  our  worldly  Subfiance,  and 
<vhat  Peace  it  will  yield  a  Perfon,  either  in 
Sicknefs  or  Death,  that  they  have  pitied  the 
Poor,  Widow  and  Fatherlefs,  read  from 
Page  34.  to  <>6.  And  to  prove,  that  it  is  the 
Duty  of  thefe  who  have  but  little  of  the 
World,  and  but  in  low  Circumftances  them- 
felves,  to  contribute  fome  fmall  Matter  for 
the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  read  from  Page  56. 
to  72.  And  to  fhow  what  fad  Characters  are 
given  in  the  Word  of  the  LORD  of  thofe  who 
are  fo  cruel,  both  to  themfelves  and  to  the 
Poor,  as  to  with-hold  their  Right  from  them,' 
feeing  the  LORD  has  given  them  a  Title 
to  fome  Part  of  our  worldly  Riches  ;  for  this 
read  from  Page  72.  to  Page  87.  And  for 
Anfwer  to  the  many  Objections  that  are 
ordinarily  made  againft  giving  of  Charity ,  you 
may  read  from  Page  gy,  to  106.  And  to 


prove  that  our  Proreffion  is  but  in  vain* 
except  we  evidence  our  Faith  by  our  Works, 
read  from  Page  108  to  118,  and  then  for  a 
Proof  that  we  all  will  in  the  Day  of  Judg¬ 
ment  be  called  to  an  Account, how  we  have 
improven  our  Riches  and  Talents  we  enjoy 
in  the  World,  read  from  Page  n8>  to 
Page  132.  And  for  a  Proof  that  Charity 
is  a  Duty,  to  which  the  Lord  hath  given 
his  Teftimony  in  his  Word,  that  it  is  well 
pleafing  to  him,  and  acceptable  in  his  Sight, 
read  from  Page  152,  to  Page  144. 

Now  after  all  fome  may  fay,  I  would 
very  willingly  comply  with  what  hath  been 
defired,  and  give  in  fome  fmall  Part  of 
what  the  Lord  in  his  Providence  hath  be- 
ftowed  on  me,  while  I  have  it  in  the 
Power  of  my  Hand*  (  not  knowing  but 
the  Poor  may  die  To-day,  and  my  Chari¬ 
ty  will  do  them  no  good  To-morrow  ) 
were  it  not  that  I  am  afraid  I  fhall  dimi- 
nifh  my  own  Stock  I  have  provided  for  my 
Friends  and  Family,  but  the  more  efpe- 
cially,  if  I  could  win  to  believe,  that  it 
would  return  to  me  in  this  Life  with  In- 
creafe  ;  for  I  really  think  Liberality  a  Thing 
pieafant  and  delightful  to  Flefh  and  Blood, 
and  a  very  lovely  Duty.  For  your  Satis- 
fa£tion  in  this,  you  may  read  in  the  Plea 
for  the  Poor  from  Page  149,  to  Page  1 6c* 
After  this  Page  lad  mentioned,  the  Treadle 
gosth  on,  and  concluded!  with  forrie  other 
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Dudes,  which  if  we  make  Confidence  of*  it 
will  no  doubt  tend  to  our  own  Advan¬ 
tage,  and  prompt  us  to  this  excellent  and 
important  Duty  of  Charity  to  the  Poor. 

After  all  I  have  read  and  written  about 
Charity  to  the  Poor,  and  have  hitherto  in¬ 
timated,  that  it  is  for  Widows  and  old 
People*  that  are,  or  may  be  in  great  Need 
and  Diftrefs,  I  muft  acquaint  my  Reader, 
that  I  could  never  fatisfy  my  ielf,  that  I 
could  be  anfwerable  if  I  fhould  fay  nothing 
for  Orphans  and  poor  Children ,  either  fuch 
as  have  no  Parents  alive,  or  fuch  as  have 
Parents,  but  are  in  fuch  low  Circumftan- 
ces,  that  they  can  neither  give  them  Edu¬ 
cation  to  fit  them  for  letting  out  in  the 
World,  nor  have  Means  to  beftow  to  get 
them  taught  either  Religion  or  Virtue;  and 
no  doubt,  it  is  the  Duty  of  us  all  to  do 
fomething  for  fuch  Children ;  for  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  where  ever  the  Lord  is  pieafed  to  caft 
fuch  an  Orphan* s  Lot,  either  in  City  or 
Parifb,  he  faith  to  that  City  or  Pariflb, 
Bring  up  that  Child  for  me ,  as  Pharaoh's 
Daughter  faid  to  Mo/es's  Mother  :  There¬ 
fore  I  hereby  intimate,  it  is  the  Defign  of 
iome,  in  and  about  this  City,  to  contri¬ 
bute  fomething  for  the  Education  and  teach¬ 
ing  fuch  Children  as  before  mentioned,  to 
be  ufefu]  in  their  Generation,  and  as  focn 
as  poffible,  to  ere£t  an  Orphans  HofpitaL  ! 

We 


We  know  of  fome  Fund  already  to  begin, 
fuch  a  good  Work;  and  after  what  fhall  be 
(aid  about  its  Management  and  Ufefulnefs 
I  hope,  almoft  every  Perlon  that  knows  of 
fo  good  a  Defign,  will  contribute  fome 
final!  Matter  for  that  good  Work.  Alfa 
we  are  refolved,  to  keep  as  near  to  the  Go¬ 
vernment  of  that  famous  Hofpital  at  Glau~ 
ca  near  tiall  in  Saxony  in  the  King  of 
Prujjia' s  Dominions,  as  their  State,  and  our 
own  will  confift  ;  which  Hojpital ,  I  do 
think,  is  one  of  the  wonderfuleft  Works, 
and  has  been  moft  owned  of  the  Lord,  as 
any  ever  I  read  or  heard  of,  and  a  very 
great  Demonftration  of  God’s  owning  fuch 
Undertakings.  When  I  was  compofingj 
the  Plea  for  the  Poor}  and  had  read  much 
for  finding  out  Arguments  and  Motives  for 
that  End,  I  could  find  nothing  in  humane 
Hiftory,  that  pleafed  me  better,  as  an  Ar¬ 
gument  for  that  Defign,  or  gave  me  (  and 
I  hope  fhall  alfo  give  others  ^  Ground  to 
iope  fuch  a  good  Work  fhall  profper  and 
fucceed.  O!  how  wonderful  is  it,  when 
jwe  confider  how  fmall  a  Beginning  that 
great  Work  had,  no  more  than  eighteen 
Shillings  and  fix  Pence,  and  an  entire  De¬ 
pendence  on  Divine  Providence,  and  yet 
within  five  Years  it  was  able  to  maintain 
fuch  a  vaft  Number,  as  there  ye  will  find. 

And  for  all  thefe  that  fhall  give  any 
(Thing  noticeable,  they  fhall  have  the  Gift 
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of  the  Hiftory  of  that  famous.  Hofpitat , 
which  I  have  caufed  print,  hoping  it  may 
have  a  Tendency  to  very  good  Purpofe  on 
this  Occafion,  and  may  encourage  all  Stati¬ 
ons,  both  high  and  low, to  contribute,  when 
they  fee  fuch  Defigns  fo  much  owned  and 
countenanced  of  the  Lord. 

The  Children  that  are  defigned  to  be 
maintained  in  this  Orphans  Hofpital ,  are 
thole  that  are  the  molt  hopeful  Children  of 
fuch  as  have  been  honeft  People,  who  have 
lived  in  and  about  this  City,  and  who  have 
no  Right  or  Title  to  go  into  any  Hof¬ 
pital,  fuch  as  Heriot’s ,  or  George  Wat  Jon’s 
when  it  lhall  be  built,  or  into  any  of  the 
Maiden  Hofpitals. 

The  Education  that  is  refolved  to  be 
given  them,  is  what  the  honourable  Society 
for  propagating  Chriftian  Knowledge  gives 
to  their  Children,  fuch  as  to  read,  write, 
Count  Arithmetick,  and  fing  the  com¬ 
mon  Tunes,  except  it  be  Boys  of  more  than 
ordinary  Capacity,  who  may  be  carried  on  2 
further  Length,  to  fit  them  for  being  more 
ufeful  in  their  Generation. 

We  defign  to  take  into  this  Hofpital,  ac¬ 
cording  to  our  Plan  in  the  forementionedl 
Hofpital  at  Glauca ,  both  Boys  and  Girls., 
The  Boys  are  to  be  inftru&ed  and  educated,, 
in  order  to  fit  them  for  theWeaverTrade,andl 
improving  our  Manufactories,  that  being; 
the  only  Way  whereby  our  Nation  can  be: 
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favedfrom  going  to  lore  Decay.  The  Girls 
fhall  be  carefully  taught  in  the  Arc  of  Spin¬ 
ning  and  Houfe-wifery,  whereby  they  will  be 
fitted  to  be  Servants  in  Families  ;  Pe lions 
fhall  be  encouraged  who  are  capable  to  e- 
ducate  themfor  iuchPurpofes;and  ’tis  hoped 
Care  will  be  taken  to  inftrucf  them  in  the 
Principles  of  the  Chriftian  Religion, and  how 
to  remember  their  Creator  in  the  Days  of 
their  Youth. 

The  raffing  a  Fund  for  fo  great  and  good 
a  Work,  and  geting  an  Hofpital  built,  may 
appear  very  difficult  to  fome  ;  but  how¬ 
ever  difficult  it  may  feem  to  others,  it  ap¬ 
pears  toberioDifficulty  to  me*  If  we  will  ufe 
the  ordinary  Means, it  will  be  very  eafy  to 
fo  many  as  may  contribute  to  it, we  conftant- 
ly  relying  on  Divine  Condud,  for  except 
the  Lord  build  the  Houje,  the  ‘ Builders  lojs 
their  Tains .  And  we  fhould  always  have 
in  View  the  Lord’s  wounderful  Providence 
in  the  Beginning,  and  carrying  on,  that  fa¬ 
mous  Hofpital  at  Hall ,  which  I  recommend 
both  as  our  Pattern,  and  for  Motives  and 
Encouragement  to  go  in  this  good  Work. 

I  have  had  many  fweet  Reflections  when 
confidering  the  great  Ufefulnefs  of  fuch  an 
Hofpital,  both  for  the  Good  of  thefe  poor 
Children,  the  Advantage  the  City  and  Na¬ 
tion  may  reap  by  it,  and  how  eafy  it  will  be 
to  begin  and  carry  it  on,  and  that  inftead 
of  being  a  Burden  to  us,  it  rather  would  be 
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a  great  Eafe,  which  I  hope  to  make  apf  eaf 
in  what  is  to  be  laid  afterwards. 

It  is  very  well  known  that  many  honeft 
Men,  who  have  wrought  very  fore  about 
this  City  and  Suburbs,  fome  for  7  d.  8  d. 
9  d.  10  a  Day,  by  whofe  Labours  others 
have  gained  their  Bread,  and  fome  of  them 
Riches,  yet  have  had  fuch  Families  of  Chil¬ 
dren  of  their  own,  they  were  notable  to  e- 
ducate  fo  as  to  lit  them  for  Employments; 
fome  of  thefe  Parents,  either  one  or  both  dy¬ 
ing,  when  they  are  Young,  and  leaving  them 
very  ddiitute  of  either  Means  or  Friends. 
And  altho’  to  my  long  Obfervation  the  fe- 
veral  Kirk-Seffions  have  allowed  to  many  of 
them  fome  fmall  Matter  to  help  to  main¬ 
tain  them,  rill  they  were  about  7  or  8  Years 
of  Age, and  then,  not  being  able  to  help  them 
longer,  we  in  Seffions  ufe  to  fay,  they  can 
now'’  do  for  them  lei  ves.  But  if  we  will  fe- 
rioufly  confider  what  are  the  Things  they 
can  do,  it  will  fhow  their  Caie  to  be  very 
deftirute  ;  for  the  Boys  can  only  run  with 
a  Paper  Lanthern  in  the  Streets,  or  an  Er¬ 
rand,  or  beg  from  Door  to  Door;  and  for 
the  Girls,  they  may  bear  a  little  Flefh  from 
the  Market,  or  beg  ;  and  O  how  lamentable 
and  wretched  is  this  Education.  How  are 
both  the  Souls  and  Bodies  of  thefe  poor 
Children,  who, by  the  Blefling  of  God, might, 
by  a  regular  Care  and  Pains^,  be  fiaadeufeful, 
expofed !  '  '  :  '  | 
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But  that  it  will  rather  be  a  Gain  to 
the  City  and  Nation  than  a  Burden,  ra¬ 
ther  a  faving  Bargain  than  a  real  Lofs,  for 
each  Family  to  allow  fomething  for  edu¬ 
cating  thefe  poor  Children,  may  be  pro¬ 
ved  thus.  For  it  is  known  to  be  prac¬ 
ticable  that  a  fmart  Boy  in  the  Weaver 
Employment,  employed  about  Inch  Work  as 
be  is  capable  to  do  in  the  firft  Years  of  his 
Appr  enticefhip,may  be  in  a  Capacity  to  gain 
his  own  Bread  within  the  Compafs  of  one 
Year  ;  and  this  fhould  encourage  us  to  train 
up  many  fuch  for  that  Bufinets,  the  more 
especially  when  the  Nation  feems  now  io 
forward  to  encourage  our  own  Manufacto¬ 
ries.  Nay  it  would  not  only  be  charitable  to 
bellow  fome  fmall  Thing  for  thefe  Childrens 
Maintainance  and  Education,  but  alio 
to  buy  and  make  ufe  of,  and  export  fuch 
Goods  as  may  be  wrought  by  them,  in 
which  they  are  affifted  and  initruded  by 
fufficient  Tradefmen. 

This  Hofpical  may  be  raifed  and  main¬ 
tained  this  very  eafy  Way.  If  every,  or 
almoft  all,  the  Families  in  and  about  this 
City  and  Suburbs  fhould  but  bellow,  in  fuch 
a  Way  as  fhall  be  thought  proper  to  receive 
or  colled  it,  but  one  fenny  Sterl.  of  every 
Pound  Sterling  they  lay  out  on  maintaining 
their  own  Families,  and  Houfe  Rents,  Ser¬ 
vants  Fees,  Apparel,  tfc.  in  one  Year,  for 
this  Ufc,  that  is  to  fay,  they  who  fpend  /. 
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Sterling ,  $ o  Pence, and  they  who  fpend  more 
or  lefs,  in  like  Proportion,  it  is  computed 
it  will  maintain  an  Hofpital,  confiding  of  an 
Hundred  Orphans.  And  if  this  be  any  great 
Hardfhip  tobeftow  thus  much,  I  leave  it  to 
others  to  judge; for  Ido  maintain  4  Jh.will  be 
of  more  real  Ufe  to  give  for  the  Ufe  of  thefe 
Children,  for  educating  them  in  a  regular 
Way, and  fitting  them  for  gaining  their  own 
Bread,  than  1 6fb.  given  in  Inch  Charity  as 
final]  b  j  fpentasfoonas  they  receive  it.  And 
fo  tnis  makes  it  very  plain  we  will  be  ra¬ 
ther  Gainers  than  Lofers  by  fo  doing  in  a 
prudential  Way. 

We  may  indeed  provide  fome  Houfe  built 
already  for  maintaining  and  educating  fome 
Children  for  fome  Time,  ’till  it  be  thought 
fit  toerefl:  an  Hofpital ;  But  it  is  my  Opini¬ 
on,  and  you  may  alfo  learn  it  from  the  Hi- 
ftory  of  the  Hofpital  near  to  Hall ,  it  will  ne¬ 
ver  make  a  Figure, or  be  noticeable,  or  come 
to  a  good  Bearing,  ’till  an  Hofpital  be  be¬ 
gun  to  be  ere&ed.  And  then  when  it 
fhall  be  fet  about,  there  might  be  built 
atone  Period  of  Time  but  one  Ward,  after 
the  Manner  of  St.  Thomas's  Hofpital  at 
London ,  and  afterwards  add  to  it  as  your 
Funds  fhall  encreafe. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  many  will 
chearfully  contribute  to  this  good  Work  ;  for 
to  be  fure  it  is  an  Hofpital  moft  needful,  and 
tis  hoped  will  be  the  moft  beneficial  Hofpi- 
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tal  to  both  the  City  and  Nation  that  hath 
been  yet  fet  one  Foot,  for  confidering  the 
regular  Way  may  be  taken  in  inftru&ing 
thele  Children,  and  the  fit  Matters  and  Mi- 
ftreffes  may  be  employed  about,  it  will  not 
only  be  a  Mean  to  introduce  Virtue  about 
this  City,  but  alfo  diffufe  it  through  the 
Kingdom.  And  no  doubt  many  will  contri¬ 
bute,  that  live  in  diftant  Places  from  this 
City,  for  fo  advantageous  an  Undertaking. 

If  Virtue  be  not  encouraged  in  and  about 
this  City,  I  know  not  what  low  Circurn- 
ftances  it  may  come  to  be  in  e’re  it  be  long : 
For  let  us  confider  the  Ways  and  Means  by 
which  the  Inhabitants  have  fubfifted  for 
many  Ages ;  i /?,  They  depended  on  the  Par¬ 
liament  and  Courts  of  Judicature.  As  for 
the  Parliament  we  have  none,  and  it  is 
known,  to  the  Experience  of  many,  what 
from  the  great  Scarcity  of  Money, and  other 
Reafons,  the  Seflion  is  far  from  being  fo 
throng  as  it  was  in  ufe  to  be.  Tfie  other 
Way  the  Inhabitants  of  this  City  did  gain 
their  Livings,  was,  both  Merchants  and 
Tradefmen  did  fell  their  Effects  and  Goods 
to  other  Cities  and  diftant  Places  of  the 
Nation,  and  to  Noblemen  and  Gentlemens 
Families  ;  whereas  now  there  is  fo  very  ma¬ 
ny  Goods  come  from  abroad,  feveral  Ways 
needlefs  to  mention,  but  well  known  and 
felt,  that  Way  of  Subfiftence  is  much  failed 
alfo :  fo  that  I  fee  no  Way  we  can  long  fub- 
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lift  without  encouraging  Virtue  and  im^ 
proving  Manufactories  about  this  Place. 
And  to  be  fure  ourNeighbours  i ^England  will 
commend  us  more  for  our  improving  fome 
Virtue  among  our  felves;becaufe  it  will  en¬ 
able  us  to  buy  from  them  fuch  Goods  as  will 
not  be  found  expedientfor  us  to  make ;  and 
more  efpecially  if  it  fhould  be  found,  that  by 
our  NegleCt  we  bring  our  felves  to  fo  low 
Circumftances  as  not  to  have  Money,  either 
to  buy  or  pay  what  we  have  from  them.  It 
is  very  certain  it  hath  been  to  the  great  Lofs 
and  Detriment  of  this  Nation,  the  not  im¬ 
proving  our  Linnen  Manufactories  to  the 
beft  Advantage  in  former  Times;  this  might 
have  tended  greatly  to  our  own  Advantage, 
and  we  may  perfuade  our  felves,  that  Eng¬ 
land  would  have  encouraged  us  rather  than 
Hamburgh  or  Ireland ,  they  knowing  our 
Riches  and  Well  being  is  a  Part  of  the 
Strength  of  the  Kingdom. — -  But  there  be¬ 
ing  ACts  and  Regulations  laid  lately  down 
by  the  Parliament,  and  alfo  Encouragement 
allowed  for  improving  our  Linnen  Manu¬ 
factories,  and  our  own  Wool,  as  alfo  the 
Fifhing  Trade  ;  and  this  Truft  being  com¬ 
mitted  to  worthy  Gentlemen,  who  ’tis  hop¬ 
ed  will  ftudy  their  Country’s  Advantage, 
and  improve  the  Powers  Tepofed  in  them, 
for  making  thefe  Laws  effectual,  for  the 
Good  of  the  Kingdom ;  therefore  1  ihall  pafs 
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I  come  now  to  anfwer  fome  Queftions 
concerning  thefe  H ofptals,  to  wit,  the  Tri¬ 
nity  Hofpital  for  old  People,  and  the  Or¬ 
phans  Hofpital  propofed  to  be  erected,  and 
concerning  the  Ways  and  Means  of  collect¬ 
ing  Contributions  for  them ;  And  the  firft 
is,  Who  are  they  will  concern  themlelves 
in  getting  this  Contribution  collected  ?  An- 
jwer^  ’Tis  hoped  that  all  the  honourable 
Magiftrates,  and  thofe  who  fit  with  them 
in  Council,  will  lay  themlelves  out  this 
Way,  knowing  it  will  tend  much  to  the 
Advantage  of  this  City  and  Country ;  and 
that  all' the  reverend  Minifters  will  allbgive 
their  Afliftance,  and  alio  all  the  Prefes's  of 
every  different  Society  about  the  City  and 
Suburbs,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft,  and 
that  all  the  Elders  and  Deacons  of  every 
Kirk-feffion  will  make  it  their  Bufinefs  to 

V  t 

be  inftrumental  this  Way.  But  l  leave  to 
the  honourable  Magiftrates,  Minifters  and 
General  Seflions  to  appoint  proper  Ways 
and  Methods  how  it  (hall  be  moft  expedi- 
tioufly  gone  about ;  and  every  one  that  will 
give  their  Contribution  to  me  as  Treafurer, 
as  I  formerly  mentioned,  it  fhall,  every 
Farthing  o t  it,  ftand  on  a  fair  Record,  and 
they  fhall  have  a  Receipt  for  it,  a  Copy 
of  which  you  may  fee  printed  at  the  End 
of  the  Preface :  And  if  any  fhall  fend  a 
Sum  of  Money,  and  conceal  their  Name, 

ft  (hall  be  likewife  recorded,  that  on  fuch 
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a  Day  received  fuch  a  Sum  from  a  Bene¬ 
factor  to  this  Hofpital ,  who  inclines  not  to 
be  known. 

2.  A  fecond  Queftion  is,  Who  are  thefe 
we  expeft  will  contribute  to  this  good 
Work?  oAnJwer^  We  perfwade  our  felves, 
that  almoft  all  and  every  one  will  contri¬ 
bute  either  lefs  or  more  according  to  their 
Ability.  This  is  their  indifpenfible  Duty, 
it  is  plain  what  we  enjoy  is  but  a  Truft, 
for  which  we  muft  anfwer  to  God  eVe  it 
be  long ;  and  it  will  be  a  terrible  Quefti¬ 
on  co  us,  who  have  poffeffed  Abundance 
of  worldly  Wealth,  What  did  ye  more  than 
others  ?  Negative  Holinefs  \vill  not  bring 
any  Man  to  Heaven,  it  will  hot  be  enough 
to  be  able  to  fay,  I  did  not  fuch  and  fuch 
evil  Things,  if  we  do  no  Good  with  the 
Talents  we  have  been  intrufted  with. 

5.  A  third  Queftion  is,  How  do  wede- 
fign  to  employ  this  large  Contribution  we 
expeft.  oAnjrvery  ?Tis  defigned  in  the  firft 
Place  to  make  up  what  Money  is  expend¬ 
ed  in  the  Reparations  of  the  Trinity  Ho~ 
fpital ,  that  the  Fund  may  be  preferved  un¬ 
touched.  And  in  the  fecond  Place,  after 
we  have  got  our  Reparations  paid  off,  and 
pur  Fund  untouched,  it  is  refolved  to  di¬ 
vide  the  reft  equally  between  the  Forefaid 
Trinity  Hojpital ,  and  the  defigned  Hofpital 
for  Orphans .  We  perfwade  our  felves  none 
will  refufe  chearfully  to  contribute,  when 

they 
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they  confider  it  is  for  two  fo  great  and 
good  Defigns.  After  fome  Time  is  fpent  in 
getting  Contributions  for  both  conjuhftly, 
(and  if  it  be  thought  proper  to  Ldmmafs 
next)  People  may  afterwards  give  Contri¬ 
butions  to  any  of  the  two  as  they  think 
mo  ft  proper. 

For  the  Orphans  Hojpital  it  is  humbly 
propofed,  the  Way  of  Subfiftence  may  be 
thus,  leaving  it  to  the  honourable  Magi- 
ftrates  and  Town  Council,  the  reverend 
Minifters  and  general  Seffions  to  alter  the 
Scheme  as  they  fhall  find  mod  convenient 
at  the  Time  when  they  fhall  make  Statutes 
and  Rules  for  its  Management.  For  year¬ 
ly  Subfiftence  it  is  propofed,  that  what 
fhall  come  in  after  the  Term  of  Lammas 
firft,  and  given  by  any  IPerfoh,  under  one 
Pound  Uteri,  fhall  be  bellowed  on  that  Year’s 
Maintainance,  all  Sufes  above  that  fhall  be 
reckoned  a  capital  Stock,  and  only  the  In- 
tereft  fhall  be  made  ufe  of  in  all  Time 
coming :  And  becaufe  we  depend  upon 
Divine  Providence,  hoping  there  will  be 
given  to  it  many  fmall  Sums,  and  other 
Gifts  every  Year,  and  that  the  Childrens 
Work  will  be  helpful  in  their  Maintain-, 
ance,  it  is  propofed  that  the  Donor  of 
60  Lib.  fieri,  whether  Nobleman,  Gentle¬ 
man  or  others,  or  Society  or  Incorporation 
in  any  Part  of  Scotland ,  may  prefent  toihe 
Governors  of  this  Hofpital  either  a  hopeful 

Boy 
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Boy  or  Girl,  not  under  the  Age  of  fevefo 
Years,  nor  above  the  Age  of  Ten.  And  this 
they  may  do  at  theBnd  of  every  feven  Years, 
while  this  Hofpital  does  continue,  which  we 
hope  it  fhall  to  the  End  of  Time. 

It  will  be  eafy  to  build  this  Hofpital  for 
Orphans,  compared  with  what  it  would  coft 
to  build  another  Fabrick  of  that  Sort  ;  for 
we  are  perfwaded,  when  once  it  is  begun, 
riiany  will  contribute  Neceflaries  and  Ma¬ 
terials  for  fogood  a  Work.  Some  will  be- 
ftow  Donations  of  Timber,  who  deal 
in  that  Way ;  fome  will  lead  us  Stones, 
Lime  or  Sand  ;  fome  will  give  Locks, 
Bands,  t§€.  Some  will  glafs  Windows  as 
Donations,  and  others  contribute  for  o- 
ther  Parts  of  that  Work  ;  and  it  is  known, 
for  fome  have  promifed  it,  that  Journey¬ 
men  Wrights  and  Mafons  will  come  and 
work  there,  when  they  can  be  fpared  from 
other  Work,  or  have  idle  Days,  for  little  or 
Nothing,  except  it  be  fome  Drink-money  ; 
and  they  will  the  more  cheerfully  do  fo^ 
feeing  it  tends  fo  much  to  the  Advantage  of 
fuch  People’s  Children. 

And  after  the  Hofpital  is  built,  as  was  done 
in  the  Hofpital  near  to  Hall  in  Germany , 
we  doubt  not  but  People  will  fend  in  other 
Gifts  for  its  Furniture  and  Provifion.  Viflual, 
Drink  and  Cloathing  from  the  City  and  ad- 
jacentCountry.Asfor  Example,  I  could  name 
fifty  tw®  Brewers  in  and  ab®ut  this  City  and 
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Suburbs  that  would  each  of  them  give  to 
this  Orphans  Hofpital  a  nine  Gallon  Tree  of 
Ale  once  in  the  Year  at  leall,  which  would 
prove  a  very  great  Mean  of  its  Subfiftence- 
Some  will  bellow  Stockens,  Shoes,  Shirts* 
&c.  and  others  will  give  Gifts  of  Money,  as 
Providence  bellows  on  them  and  inclines 
their  Hearts  to  fo  doing. 

Many  are  the  Advantages  will  ariie  and 
redound  to  this  City  and  Bounds  from  fuclx 
an  Undertaking;  I  fhall  fuggeft  but  a  very 
few  of  them  ;  as  it  hath  been  formerly  repre- 
fented,  it  will  be  the  Way  to  fet  on  Foot  and 
introduce  Trade  and  Virtue  about  this  City, 
for  Improvement  of  our  own  Manufactories, 
not  only  for  our  own  Ufe,  but  alio  for  Ex¬ 
portation.  Another  great  Advantage  will 
be,  that  many  Men  and  Women  within 
this  City,  whofe  Circumftancesare  low, may 
happen  to  get  fome  Poll  and  Benefits  about 
it  when  it  comes  to  any  conliderableBearing, 
according  to  their  Capacity  and  Ufefulnefs, 
for  it  is  evident  many  do  want  Polls  at  this 
Day  in  order  to  get  Sublillence,  as  is  very 
well  known  by  the  many  Applications  that 
are  made  to  the  Council  for  any  little  Poll 
that  falls  vacant.  Nay  fome  virtuous  old 
People  may  get  their  Living  about  the  Hof¬ 
pital,  that  many  are  of  Opinion  deferve  to 
betaken  into  the  old  People’s  Hofpital,  but 
cannot  be  preferred  for  want  of  a  Title. 

Nay  many  young  Men  and  Women,  who 
have  got  Education  already;may  here  be  em¬ 
ployed 
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toloyet?  in  educating  others.  And  Men  hav¬ 
ing  Stocks  may  have  them  employed  to 
good  Advantage,  feeing  we  fhall  have  many 
fit  Hands,  employed  in  ouriManufaCtures. 
We  have  at  this  Time,  much  talking 
and  many  Schemes  about  the  Improvement 
of  our  Manufactories,  but  it  is  very  certain 
we  have  neither  Abundance  of  experien¬ 
ced  Tradefmen  of  the  Weaver  Trade,  or  of 
People  well  skilled  in  the  Art  of  Spinning, 
or  other  Pieces  of  Work  about  Manufacto¬ 
ries,  in  order  to  carry  on  fuch  a  Trade  and 
Improvement  the  Length  defigned  and  wifh- 
ed  lor. 

It  is  certain  this  Country  cannot  fubfift 
long,  if  we  continue  to  import  fo  many 
Goods  into  it  as  has  been  for  fome  Years  paft, 
and  export  fo  few  of  our  own  ;  every  Per- 
fon  known  in  Trade  and  Bufinefs  will  eafily 
perceive  this,  confidering  the  Scarcity  of 
Money  there  is  already. 

A  Nurfery  of  young  People  brought  up 
about  this  City,  in  the  Manner  here  propos¬ 
ed,  will  fettle  about  it  ;  and  if  well  inft me¬ 
ted  in  their  Bufinefs,  and  they  get  fuitable 
Encouragement,  they  will  be  a  Mean  of 
increafing  the  Wealth  and  Riches  of  the  City 
and  Country  ;  and  fo  all  Societies  of  Men 
will  be  Gainers,  and  each  have  Encourage¬ 
ment  in  their  own  Way  of  Trafficking,  fuch 
as  Merchants,  Chirurgeons,  Goldfmiths, 
Wrights,  Mafons,  Smiths,  Sho©makefs,Tay- 
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lors,  Baxters,  Brewers,  SsV.  Yea  all  forts  of 
Trades  will  be  Gainers  if  this  Capital  City 
and  the  Nation  fhall  flourifh  and  encreafein 
Trade  and  Bufinefs.  Therefore  let  ^  all  of 
us,  with  the  greateft  Pleafure  and  Chearful- 
nefs,  contribute  fome  Moieties  for  fo  com¬ 
mendable  a  Defign  as  is  here  propofed  for 
the  Benefit  of  this  City  and  Nation,  and  for 
making  the  Poor  ufeful  in  their  Day,  and 
rather  a  Benefit  than  a  Burden ;  yea  this 
may  be.  a  blefTed  Mean  of  faving  many 
poor  Children  from  being  expofed  both  , 
as  to  their  Souls  and  Bodies. 

I  had  a  Defign  to  have  faid  a  good  deal 
more  about  the  Order,  Management  and 
Government  of  this  Orphans  Hofpital,  and 
about  intruding  the  Children  educated  in 
it  in  Trade  and  Bufinefs;  but  having  re¬ 
printed  the  Hiltory  of  that  famous  Hofpital 
at  Glauca  without  Hall  in  Germany ,  which 
we  defign  as  the  Model  and  Pattern  of  thi^ 
good  Undertaking,  and  which  all  Corttri- 
buters  will  have  Accefs  to  fee  for  their  En¬ 
couragement,  we  refer  to  it,  and  conclude 
with  a  few  Scriptures  proving  Charity  an  in- 
difpenfible  Duty, and  with  a  tew  Arguments 
tranfcribed  from  Mr.  Harr  if  on' s  Spiritual 
\ Pleadings ,  plainly  domonftrati'ng  that  Boun¬ 
ty  andCharity  to  Widows  andOrphans  is  in- 
difpenfibty  neceflary.  Bleffed  af*  the  merciful, 
for  they  fhall  obtain  Mercy ,  Math.  W.  7.  To  do 
Good  and  communicate,  forges  not  ;  for  with 

[  D  j  filth 
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filch  Sacrifices  God  is  well  pleafed ,  Heb.  xiii. 
j(5.  Charge  them  that  are  rich  in  this  World , 
^  /wf  high  minded ,  nor  trufi  in  un¬ 
certain  Riches ,  hut  in  the  Living  God ,  0^0 
giveth  us  richly  all  Things  to  enjoy.  That 
they  do  goody  hat  they  be  rich  in  good  Works  y 
ready  to  diflribute ,  willing  to  communicate,  2 
Tim.  vi.  17,  18*  blejjed  of  my  Father 

inherit  the  Kingdom  prepared for  you  for  I  was 
an  hungredymd  ye  gave  me  Meat  ;  I  was  thirfly, 
and  ye  gave  me  ‘ Drink  ;  I  was  naked ,  and  ye 
clothed  me,&c.  Math.  xxv.  34,  35,  36, 

This  poor  Widow  hath  cafi  in  more  than  they 
all ,  Mark  xii.  45.  X&£  Poor  ye  {hall  always 
have  with  you,  but  me  you  have  not  always , 
ever  you  will  you  may  do  them  Goody 
Mark  xiv.  7.  He  that  Joweth  fparingly,  [hall 
reap  j paringly .  2  Cor.  ix.  6.  Mz&tf  to  your 

j elves  Friends  of  the  Mammon  of  Unright eouf- 
nefs ,  Luke  xvi.  y.  With- hold  not  Good 
from  whom  it  is  due ,  when  it  is  in  the  Power 
of  thy  Hand  to  do  it,  Pro.  iii  27.  He  that 
hath  \ Pity  on  the  "Poor  lendeth  to  the  Lord  ; 
and  that  which  he  hath  given ,  will  he  pay  him 
again,  Pro.  xix.  17.  He  that  floppeth  his 
Far  at  the  Cry  of  the  Poory  fhall  cry  alfo  him - 
felf ,  and  fhall  not  be  heard,  Prov.  xxi.  tj. 
Cafi  your  Bread  upon  the  Water  ;  For  you  [had 
find  it  after  many  'Days,  Ecclefi.  xi.  2.  This 

is  the  Fafi  that  I  have  chojen,  - If  thou 

draw  out  thy  Soul  to  the  Hungry ,  and  fat  is - 
fy  the  afflicted  Soul,  Jfa.  Iviif.  y,  10.  Eleffied 
is  he  that  conftdereth  the  Poor ,  Plal.  xli.  1. 

He- 
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.fife  hath  Mercy  on  the  \ Poor  happy  is  he, 
Prov.  xiv  21. 

Mr.  Harr  if  on  in  his  Spiritual  Pleadings, 
after  having  infilled  on  many  incumbent 
Duties  fays,  prefer  one  Bill  more  in  a  Cafe 
which  few  think  of,  notwithftanding  of  all 
our  Boafting  and  Pretenfions  to  a  through 
Reformation,  and  that’s  this :  Few  Men 
now  a-days  do  honour  the  Lord  with  their 
Subftance,  few  look  at  this  as  a  Duty  to 
confecrate  any  Part  of  their  Gain  unto  the 
Lord,  or  of  their  Subftance  to  the  Lord  of 
the  whole  Earth,  but  carry  it  as  if  they 
were  turned  Independents  indeed,  and  did 
not  depend,  no  not  upon  God  bimfelf,  or 
as  if  God  hirnfelf  had  loft  his  Propriety, and 
there  were  now  no  Rent-penny,  no  Ac¬ 
knowledgement  due  unto  him,  fave  fuch 
an  one  as  cofts  us  nothing ;  furely  God  from 
the  Beginning  referred  and  claimed  a 
Part  due" to  hirnfelf  who  gave  the  whole,  and 
Whatever  there  was  befides,  this  alfo  was 
in  the  Sacrifices  of  Cain  and  Abel,  an  Ac¬ 
knowledgement  that  God  hath  a  flight  to 
every  Man’s  Goods  ;  afterwards  he  publish¬ 
ed  and  put  in  his  Claim  more  particularly, 
Exod.  xxii.  29.  Thou  [bait  not  delay  to  offer 

the  fir  [l  of  thy  ripe  Fruits. - All  the  Tithe  of 

the  Land ,  whether  of  the  Seed  of  the  Land , 
or  of  the  Fruit  of  the  Tree,  is  the  Lord's,  it 
is  holy  unto  the  Lord ,  Lev.  xxvii.  20.  It  is 
the  Lord’s,  it  is  his  already,  hath  been  fo 

[  D  2  ]  from 
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from  the  Beginning  of  the  World,  and  he 
now  appoints  the  Levite,  the  Stranger,  the 
Widow,  and  the  Fatherlefs  to  be  his  Rent- 

Gatherers  or  Receivers-GeneraL - 1  wifh 

Trial  were  made,  whether  it  may  not  be 
proved,  that  the  TenthPart,or  other  Propor¬ 
tion  of  every  Man’s  Increafe,  Acquifitions, 
Improvements  and  Incomes,  is  due  unto  the 

Lord,  even  to  this  Day  ; - And  fo  ought 

to  be  expended  in  the  relieving  of  the  Poor 
at  Home  and  Abroad,  under  the  Rage  of 
Per  lee  Lit  ion  in  other  Countries,  and  in  the 
Education  of  poor  Children,  the  Advance¬ 
ment  of  Learning  that  ineftimable  Jewelj 
and  other  pious  Ules.  And  would  every 
Man  that  abourds  make  fuch  a  Purfe,  and 
account  it  as  a  facred  Treafury  or  Corban, 
not  to  be  opened  but  for  pious  Ufes,  how 
many  neceffitous  Parents,  perifhing  Or¬ 
phans,  poor  aged  People,  Per  fori  s  maim’d 
by  Fire,  Shipwreck,  or  the  like,  might 
fpeedilybe  relieved?  There  is  no  pious  Per- 
fon  but  judges  fome.thing  due  this  Way, and 
the  HolyGhoft  calls  even  aMan’sCharity  due 
Debts,  Pro.v.  iii.  27,  28  With -hold  not  Good 
from  them  to  whom  it  is  due ,  when  it  is  in  the 
Power  of  thine  Hand  to  do  it .  Say  not  unto 
thy  Neighbour,  go  and  come  again 9  and  To¬ 
wer  row  I  will  give,  when  thou  haft  ithy  thee . 
What  we  call  giving,  God  calls  paying; 
What  we  call  Charity  he  counts  due  Debt. 

m 

Cod ’s  Command  makes  Relief  due  unto 

Others, 
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others,  makes  them  Owners,  Mafters  of  our 
Superfluities ;  not  that  they  may  take 
it  by  Force,  but  that  we  mull  give  it 
freely.  Indeed  all  the  Queftion  is  about 
the  Quanta  yj,  how  much  ought  thus  to  be 
dedicated  td  God,  and  to  fix  it  upon  the 
Tenth  Part,  is  neither  Popifh,  nor  legal, 
nor  JewiJh,  but  a  known  Truth  or  Duty, 
long  before  the  Oldeft  of  thefe  was  heard  of 
in  the  World  ;  this  was  no  natural,  but  an 
adoptive  Child  of  Mojes ,  nor  was  it  a  Type 
or  Ceremony,  as  facrificing  was  ( which  was 
alfo  before  the  Law)  for  then  there  mull  be 
fome  Spiritual  Subftance,  typed  out  by  it, 
but  was  praftifed  by  the  Light  of  Nature, 
and  Law  of  Reafon,  Moral  Law  and  Law  of 
Nations  every  where.  Why  elfe  did  Abra¬ 
ham,  Gen •  xvi.  2C.  pay  Tithes  fo  Melchije- 
dic ,  the  great  Reprelentative  of  Chrifi.  And 
that  they  were  paid  as  a  due  to  the  Priefl- 
hood  of  Chrift  (fuftained  then  in  a  Figure 
by  Melcbijedic )  the  Seventh  Chapter  to  the 
Hebrews  proves  abundantly,  and  that 
Levi  himfelf  who  took  Tithes,  have  payed 
them,  and  that  Levi  had  only  a  Commiffion 
( pro  tempore)  tc  be  God’s  Rent  Gatherers 
and  Receivers.  They  mifiake  that  think  the 
Payment  of  the  7 enth  Part,  was  then  firft 
fet  on  Foot  to  defray  the  Charges  of  that 
coldly  Worlhip,  it  was  paid  long  before  ;  A- 
Iraham  is  a  full  Infbnce,  four  hundred  and 
thirty  Years  before  the  Law,  as  the  Apoitie 
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obferves  upon  another  Occafion,  Gal.  iii.  1 7. 

- - But  this  was  only  a  tenth  of  the 

Spoils  taken  in  War,  may  fome  fay,  what 
fay  ye  then  to  that  Engagement  ot  Jacob,  Gen. 
xxviii  22.  Of  all  that  thou  ftoalt  give  un¬ 
to  me,  l  will  furely  give  the  Tenth  unto  thee. 
Methinks  he  {peaks  of  this  as  a  Duty,  that 
he  had  been  catechifed  and  trained  up  in  the 
Knowledge  of.  He  had  the  DireOion  of  the 
Spirit  for  it,  faith  Calvin ,  and  why  not  al- 
fo  the  InflrucHon  of  his  Anceflors  t  For 

Abraham  prafhfed  it  before  him - Thus 

it  was  before  the  Law  Ceremonial,  andChrift 
approves  it,  Math,  xxiii.  23.  and  affirms  that 
dedicating  a  Part  to  Charitable  Ufes,  Sanfli- 
fies  the  whole,  as  the  firft  Fruit  fanOified  the 
Lump,  Luke  xi.  4.  J ,  4.2  and  xii.  33.  And 
finds  no  Fault  with,  the  Pharijee  for  his 
Praflice  Luke  xviii.  12.  for  his  giving  up  of  a 
Tenth  Part  of  all  that  he  poffelTed  to  Pious 
Ufes,  but  for  his  Trufling  in  it  5  nor  were 
the  Tenths  all  of  them  confumed  by  Chrift’s 
confumatum  eft ,  but  he  teacheth  us  even  to 
the  End  of  the  World,  To  give  unto  God 
the  Things  that  are  God's,  Mark  xii.  17.  and 
both  we  and  all  we  have  are  his,  x  Cor.  ix. 
14.  though  he  is  pleafed  to  accept  a  fmall 

Part  in  lieu  of  the  whole.- - And  plain  it 

is,  that  there  is  fuch  a  Thing  as  Sacrilege 
now  in  the  Days  of  the  Gofpel,  and  I  fear 
many  more  are  Guilty  thereof  than  are  aware 

of 
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of  it  ;  nay,  well  were  it,  that  they  were  not 

moft  Guilty ,  who  feem  rroft  to  abhor  it. 

If  the  Lord  would  fet  on  the  Senfe  of 
this  V>uty  ,of  Charity)  r/pon  the  Hearts  and 
Confidences  of  Profeftbrs,  and  take  them  off 
from  their  Subterfuges-  and  Cavils,and  Eva- 
fi  ns,  how  foon  would  there  be  a  facred 
Bank,  a  Stock  railed,  a  Temple  Treafury  ■ 
filled  to  anfwer  all  Religious  Occafions,  to 
give  a  fpeeiy  Relief  to  the  Neceffities  of  the 
Poor,  who  ftarve  many  l  imes  while  the 
Grafs  is  Growing,  while  the  Aims  are  a  ga^- 
thering. 

.  How  would  this  roll  away  our  Reproach  of 
being  Solifidians ,  and  make  the  Gofpel  vie 
for  Fruitfulnefs  in  good  Works  with 
Popifih  Charity  and  blind  Devotion,  Tif. 
iii.  8.  Let  them  who  belie  ve  in  God  -he  care¬ 
ful  to  maintain  good  Works.  How  would  it 
cut  off  Occafions  from  the  Flefh,  which  craves 
and  calls  for  all,  and  confumes  more  upon 
fome  one  Luft,  than  all  a  Man’s  Graces  ever 
coft  him  :  How  would  it  bring  a  Blelfing, 
and  prove  a  Hedge  about  all  the  reft  of  Jus 
Eftate,  like  Hanna's  Loaf  which  was  lent 
to  God,  i  Sam ,  ii.  20,  21.  He  gave  her 
back  five  for  one,  and  fo  will  he  do  by  every 
one  that  ventures  with  him;  will  ye  prove 
him ,Mal.  iii.  1,  Do  but  try  me  faith  he  in  this 
one  Particular. 

And  who  would  repent  his  Obedience  here¬ 
unto  when  he  GQmes  to  die,  and  to  be  torn 

away 
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away  from  all  his  outward  Enjoyments? 
Then  it  is  that  Men's  Confciences  wring 
them,  and  make  them  fling  away  apace  what 
they  can  graip  no  longer.  Oh !  Then  it 
is  that  their  Hearts  die  away  with  Anguifh 
and  Aftonifhment,  to  behold  all  the  black 
Items  of  their  Expences,  to  think  how  they 
have  lerved  the  Devil  with  their  Eftatesand 
nor  God,  to  whom  they  are  now  going  to 
give  an  Account  of  their  Stewardship  when 
lie  will  truft  them  no  longer ;  they  now  feel 
the  Hook  which  they  have  iwallowed,  and 
would  lain  dt  [gorge  that  which  they  are 
afraid  to  atgeft. 

I  Shall  add  no  more,  but  com  mend  this 
fmall  Treadle  with  the  Preface  to  it,  the 
Hiftory  of  the  Hofpital  at  Glauca,  and  the 
Flea  for  the  Poor ,  to  your  ferious  Confide- 
ration  and  Perufal,  where  you  will  find 
-Abundance  of  Arguments,  Encouragements 
and  Motives  for  enforcing  our  Compliance 
with  this  great  Duty,  hoping  the  Lord,  who 

.  hath  commanded  it  fo  peremptorily,  will 
perfuade  us  to  comply  with  it.  Let  us  not 
he  weary  in  Well-doing  (as  faith  the  A  pottle, - 
Gal.  vi.  9.)  for  in  due  Seafcn  we  fhall  reap^ 
if  we  faint  not. 

I  \.  '  FINIS,  - 
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